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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Covid-19

▪

Internal Conflict

▪

▪

▪
▪
▪

▪
▪
▪

Election

▪

▪

▪

Myanmar had a record of 100 positive cases reported within 24 hours,
between 25 August morning and 26 August morning.
With 181 new cases reported in 10 days, Sittwe Township (Rakhine
State) is becoming the epicentre of the pandemic in Myanmar
Government issued Stay-at-Home order to whole State of Rakhine,
effective on 27 August
All schools are closed from 27 August onwards
The suspension of commercial international flight was extended until
30 September

Aung San Suu Kyi and Min Aung Hlaing exchanged charged words on
the opening day of Panglong Conference
Government and EAOs reach to the agreement and signed Part 3 of
Union Accords
AA stated that they will avoid fighting with Myanmar Army, at a time
when pandemic is becoming a main concern in Rakhine State
191 families in IDPs camps from Kachin State will finally go back to their
villages they had left in 2011; State government’s announced that the
living conditions have been restored at their homes

U Htay Aung, election rival of Aung San Suu Kyi in November
election, was arrested for accusing her of abusing Covid-19 funds for
her campaign
Union Electoral Commission (UEC) informed the People’s Alliance for
Credible Elections 9PACE) that they will be able to monitor the
election only after registering as an association. Due to the long
registration process, PACE might not be able to monitor 2020 election
Aung San Suu Kyi was criticized for causing crowds of more than 30
people during her visits to NLD supporters
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Internal Conflict
Nationwide
This week, news was mainly dominated by the 4th edition of Panglong Conference,
the main peace negotiation round gathering the government, the EAOs and the
political parties. State’s counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing, exchanged some charged words during their opening speeches. Aung
San Suu Kyi said that Myanmar will need more peace negotiations to build a genuine
democratic federal union. Aiming at Tatmadaw, she stated that a political culture of
weapons and force should be bygone. A few minutes later, Min Aung Hlaing said
that there is no discrimination in Myanmar and urged “to avoid terms and feelings
like ethnic rights and minority rights that can undermine trust and encourage
disunity, inferiority, doubts”. He also blamed some EAOs for long civil war.
His speech triggered serious backlashes. Nai Hong Sar, the chairman of New Mon
State Party, responded that ethnic groups had to hold arms precisely because equal
rights are not granted, and armed revolution became the only option. He added that
economic opportunities alone will not fix the problem, and that genuine equal rights
must be granted to the ethnic groups. He stated that the current system gives the
ethnic majority the right to make the decisions and to oppress minorities.
Government was also criticized for forcing Sao Yawd Serk, the Chairperson of
Restoration Council of Shan State / Shan State Army South (RCSS/SSA-S) to give
speech in Burmese instead of Shan language. Some critics questioned the
willingness of Myanmar government to build a federal union.
In spite of those controversies, the different parties agreed to sign the Part 3 of the
future Union Accord, which states that powers in all three branches of government
(executive, legislature and judiciary) will be shared to the regional governments. It
is also mentioned that natural resources, taxation and budgets will be shared as in
a federal system.
On 24 August Myanmar Army announced the extension of its unilateral ceasefire
until the end of September. However, it does not extend to groups labelled as
terrorists by the government, such as Arakan Army and Arakan Rohingya Salvation
Army (ARSA). The conflicts in Rakhine State may therefore continue.
On 23 August, the NGO Fortify Rights published a new report, stating that Myanmar
government failed to provide former political prisoners the effective rehabilitation
programs required by international law. The country still has 182 political prisoners
who remained on behind bars. The report urged the government to protect freedom
of expression and to free all political prisoners.
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Rakhine State
As in previous weeks, the conflict
between the Arakan Army (AA) and the
Tatmadaw remained at a relatively low
level. Skirmishes reportedly continue in
Kyauk Tan village tract (Rathedaung
Township) and in Paletwa Township,
but there was no major clash during the
reporting period. One civilian was killed
by a landmine blast, while 7 others were
injured by reportedly indiscriminate
shelling and shooting. The details of
those incidents can be found in annex.
The reporting period was marked on 25
August by the 3rd anniversary of the
crackdown of Myanmar Army against
ARSA, but also Bengali/Rohingya
civilian population. On 24 August, the
NGO Justice for Myanmar asked
international community to investigate
major companies KBZ and Max
Myanmar. According to the report
released in September 2019 by the UN
Fact-Finding Mission, KBZ and Max
Myanmar supported the building of a
border
fence
to
prevent
Bengali/Rohingya from coming back
from Bangladesh. They also donated to
UEHRD
(Union
Enterprise
for
Humanitarian Assistance, Resettlement
and Development), a controversial
public-private partnership mechanism,
founded and led by Aung San Suu Kyi
to respond to the situation in Rakhine.
Meanwhile, on 26 August, the NGO
Burma Human Rights Network (BHRN)
launched a new research report titled
'Nowhere to Run in Burma'. The report
focuses on ongoing persecutions
against the Bengali/Rohingya still living
in Rakhine State. The report highlights

travel
restrictions
and
systemic
discrimination about this community.
The other main topic during the
reporting period was the Covid-19
epidemic in Rakhine State. On 22
August, the AA affirmed it would avoid
fighting in order to contain the
pandemic. However, they also added
that they would react if Myanmar Army
attacked.
On 25 August, Rakhine civil society
asked the state government to allow the
provision of food supplies directly to
IDPs. Indeed, since 21 August
onwards, UN and INGOs have been
allowed to provide basic supplies only
through
local
authorities
and
management committee of IDP camps.
Civil society also asked Myanmar Army
to end ongoing human rights abuses.
On 25 August, a right activist was
charged with article 66 (d) of
Telecommunication Law (defamation
case) for a Facebook post wondering
whether the government tries to block
trade flow into Rakhine State amid the
pandemic. Passengers transportation is
currently extremely limited to/from
Rakhine State. However, goods can still
circulate unhindered, in spite of some
punctual difficulties.
Some Rakhine community leaders are
criticizing the state government for its
poor management of the epidemic, and
for a low enforcement of the rules.
Reportedly, the authorities let suspect
cases stay at home instead of
channelling them to quarantine centres.
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Shan State
The situation in Northern Shan State
remains volatile. In Kyaukme, a couple
and their 3 children were kidnapped by
unknown armed men on 19 August.
Several EAOs are active in that
township, where incidents are frequent.
On 20 August, an armed clash also took
place in Mogok Township. On 21
August, the bodies of 3 people who had
been arrested in Muse Township were
found in an improvised grave. Two of
them had been arrested by the
Tatmadaw, and the last one by
unknown armed men.
In Tangyan Township, troops from
Myanmar Army Infantry Division 22
were deployed from Kayin State to
Tangyan Township. Many locals are
worried that fighting may break out.
Military tension runs high between the
Tatmadaw, the RCSS/SSA-S and the
Shan State Progressive Party / Shan
State Army North (SSPP/SSA-N)

Kachin State
According to the State government, 191
IDP families will be able to return to their
homes in Tar Lawgyi and Nam San
Yang villages (Waingmaw Township)
next month. China provided 4 million
yuan (577,000 $) for the resettlement;
the state government constructed
houses; Myanmar Army cleared

landmine in the two villages. More than
100,000 people have been displaced
since 2011, when the conflict resumed
Myanmar Army and the Kachin
Independence Army. The negotiations
about resettlement were led by the
Kachin Baptist convention (KBC). The
institution asked Myanmar Army to
commit to not resume fighting in the
area anymore. This request was
rejected.

Kayin State
On 20 August, the Karen Peace
Support Network (KPSN), along with
200 civil groups, issued a statement
denouncing the international institutions
and governments which lent one
billion $ to the Myanmar government for
the Covid-19 Economic Relief Plan
(CERP). They stated that those funds
would be used to promote the interests
of Myanmar government, military elites,
private banks. They added that they
would oppose any international loans
until a federal union is established and
funds benefit the people more than the
elites.
On another note, the 3 Kayin Human
Rights activists arrested in Yangon on
12 August during the Karen’s Martyr’s
day ceremony refused to be bailed out
and decided to stay in prison.
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Assessment and
Recommandations

In Rakhine State, the armed
conflicts were significantly
reduced, partly because of
growing
concern
of
pandemic. However, the
tension between Myanmar
Army and AA is not solved.
Major battles are still
possible if one side resume
the attack. The risk is
therefore assessed as very
high.
In Northern Shan State,
crimes and instability are on
the raise, especially in
Kyaukme, Kutkai and Muse
areas. The risk is therefore
assessed as very high.

Figure 1: Main security incidents in Rakhine State from 20 to 26 August

Armed clashes

1

Death (civilians)

1

Injuries (civilian)

7

Land mine

1
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Myanmar and the World
Visit of the Japanese Minister of
Foreign Affairs
On 24 August, Toshimitsu Motegi paid
his first visit to Myanmar as Minister of
Foreign Affairs. He met both Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi and Senior-General Min
Aung Hlaing. He also published an
opinion piece in the state-owned
newspapers, in which he expressed his
confidence in Myanmar’s government
to solve the Bengali/Rohingya crisis in
Rakhine state and acknowledge its
sensitivity. He also promised 410 million
dollars to fight Covid-19 in Myanmar.
Japan will also send an election
observer team for 2020 election. Tokyo
and Naypyitaw also agreed to reopen
borders partially and launch “business
track” travel arrangement for long-term
residents as early as September.
Vaccine from China
U Win Myint, President of Myanmar,
attended
the
Mekong-Lancang
Cooperation summit through video

conference. This summit gathers the
Asian countries around Mekong River.
Myanmar will be co-chairing the
cooperation along with China for next
two years. During this edition, Beijing
promised to cooperate with countries in
the region to make the Covid-19
vaccine available.
Biden Campaign
Tony Blinken, senior foreign policy
advisor of Biden campaign, tweeted
that “Biden administration will work
tirelessly to support justice for atrocities
committed, as well as peace, security,
and equal rights for the Rohingya as
citizens of Burma”.
US Embassy
In an opinion piece published on
Frontier Myanmar, George N. Sibley,
chargé d’affaires of the US Embassy to
Myanmar stated that Tatmadaw should
stop using child soldiers in armed
conflict.
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Election Watch
On 8 November 2020, Myanmar will hold its general elections. In Myanmar, the general
elections take place every five years. The 37 million of Myanmar voters choose their
representatives at the Upper House and Lower House of the Parliament1. According to the
2008 Constitution, on top of those elected members, those two chambers comprise 25 % of
MPs directly appointed by the Senior-General of the Tatmadaw. The Constitution can be
amended only if more than 75 % of the MPs agree for it, which gives the Army a decisive
veto.
The elected and appointed members of the two chambers (664 members) elect the
President of the Republic. The latter is therefore not elected directly by the Myanmar
citizens, but indirectly, through the Parliament.
The two main parties in Myanmar are the National League for Democracy (NLD), led by
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and the Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP), a militaryaligned party which used to rule the country from 2011 to 2016. In 2015, the NLD won 78
% of the elected seats nationwide. However, because of the 25 % of military appointed in
the Parliament, this landslide results in 59 % of the total seats.
97 parties ready to contest the 2020 elections; 79 will run nationwide, 18 will focus on one
specific State or Regions. NLD is not expected to fare as good as in 2015, and observers
consider it is very unlikely to get the majority at the Parliament. It will therefore have to make
alliances, possibly with ethnic parties, which may have a decisive influence in the next
tenure.

Election Timeline

30
June
2020
• UEC
announced
the
election
date

Sept.
2020

1st
week
Nov.
2020

• Campaign
period
starts

• Campaign
period
ends

8 Nov.
2020
• General
Elections

U Htay Aung arrested
On 21 August, U Htay Aung, an
independent candidate in Kawhmu
Township, was arrested by police in
Pazundaung Township for defamation.
On 12 August, he had accused Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi of using international
covid-19 aid to run her campaign and
filed a complaint against her. His
accusations were dismissed by

1 Feb.
2021

Feb
2021

• New
parliament
convened

• Parliament
elects
president

Southern
Commission.

Yangon

March
2021
• New govt
appointed

Election
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Tension remains between UEC and
PACE

their voter lists, which means that
almost a third found mistakes in the list.

Smashes in the glass ceiling of Shan
State
The Union Election Commission (UEC)
informed the People’s Alliance for
Credible Elections (PACE) that they
would be allowed to monitor the
elections only after their organization is
registered properly. According to
PACE, they had tried to register before,
but could not proceed because UEC
had
refused
to
provide
a
recommendation letter. This new
registration application may not be
finalized in time: the process usually
takes at least 90 days whereas the
elections are only 70 days away. PACE
monitored 2015 general election and
2017 and 2018 by-elections. For 2020
election, PACE planned to monitor with
2900 observers.
‘Vote for the right candidate’
The reporting period was also marked
by Senior-General Min Aung Hlaing
urging his personnel to ‘make the right
choice’ in the poll. He was quoted as
saying; ‘Candidates that you support
should be the ones who will benefit the
country. If you make the wrong choice,
it will harm the country’. Although
military personnel will for the first time
vote outside of their barracks, they are
still under the pressure of their
hierarchy.

205 female candidates will contest
upcoming election in Shan State. 65
female candidates will contest for Lower
House, 20 for Upper House, 112 for
State Parliament and 8 for ethnic affairs
minister.
Aung San Suu Kyi and the crowds

Aung San Suu Kyi was criticized for
causing a crowd during her visit to the
homes of NLD supporters in Zabuthiri
Township (Nay Pyi Daw). A former NLD
member field a complaint for breaking
Covid-19 measures, as gatherings of
more than 29 people are not allowed. Dr
Zaw Myint Maung, Vice-chair of NLD,
stated that they complied with all rules
in the home of supporters and they are
not in control of crowds gathered
outside those houses. The police also
dismissed the case.

Voter list in Chin State
Almost 30,000 people requested
corrections in voter lists in Chin State,
according to the State Election
Commission. Chin State has 342,142
eligible voters; 110,450 people checked
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Social and Political Stability
The reporting period was marked by the
accusations of corruption against the
Chief Minister of Kayah State L Phaung
Sho. The issue was raised by a local
MP, with the support of more than 25%
of the regional Parliament. The local
legislature should debate on this case
on 2 September.

Student Union of Yangon East
University made a campaign called
“Social Sentence”. They put the photos
of four men - who harassed a student
on bus – in public places. They stated
that they will continue the campaign if
the harassment towards students
occurs in the future.

Former Lieutenant-General and current
USDP lawmaker U Thaung Aye urged
the
government’s
Social
Media
Monitoring Team (SMMT) to report to
the Parliament to explain its action.
According to him, this team, funded on
presidential funds, is not transparent,
and uses its mandate to quell
opposition.

On another note, a demonstration was
held on 26 August in Kalay Township
(Sagaing Region), following the
decision of the local court to reduce the
sentence of a pastor who raped two
under-aged girls from 43 years of prison
to 17 years.
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Transportation
Main incidents
Based on our monitoring of Myanmar
media and social media, there were 3
main traffic accidents during the
reporting period, killing 2 people and
injuring 28 others (figure. 2). The most
Assessment and Recommandations
Road accidents are a major risk in
Myanmar, and one has to be extremely
careful. The Yangon – Mandalay
Highway is especially dangerous. In
2019, there was a total of 524 accidents
on that road, killing 108 people and
injuring 1,019 others. As of 31 July
2020, 320 accidents had happened
since the beginning of the year, killing
57 people and injuring 543 others.
Among other risks, Yangon – Mandalay
highway is made of cement, which is
known to wear out tyres much faster
than macadam. If you often drive on
that road, monitor closely the wear and
tear of your tyres. It is suggested to
check your vehicle with a competent
technician before travelling on the
highway.
Accidents are even more frequent
during rainy season. Assess road and
climate conditions before starting your
trip. The rainfall can make the roads
more slippery and leave the tyres less
durables.
As a rule, avoid speeding, even on good
roads. Keep your distances, keep clear
from motorbikes and be careful of light
vehicles or cattle on the road. Do not
assume other drivers have a good
command of their vehicles, the right
reflexes and know the traffic rules.
Make sure to use properly-trained
drivers and well-maintained vehicles.
Always fasten your seat belt.
At night, keep in mind that many
vehicles, especially motorbikes, drive
without any light; drive slowly and be
extremely cautious.

remarkable accident was in Khin Oo
Township (Sagaing Region), where a
truck overturned, killing 1 and injuring
27 others.

Figure 2: Main car accidents in Myanmar
from 20 to 26 August 2020

Total Number of
accidents

3

Total Death

2

Total injury

28
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Crime
Based on the main Myanmar media, 5
notable crimes since the last report
include:

transporting them were arrested by
the police. They were trying to reach
Myawaddy.

21 August
Dagon Township, Yangon Region.
An ATM machine of AYA bank (in
Nawaday Street, Yawmingyi Ward) was
destroyed in an attempt to steal the
money but the offenders could not
break the safe box where the money is
stored. They are still at large.

23 August
Shwe Pyi Thar Township, Yangon
Region
A women was threatened with a
knife and mugged by 3 men. The
offenders were arrested on the
same day.

21 August
Chan Mya Tharzi Township,
Mandalay Region
Seven masked men stormed two
houses and stabbed four people.
Three suspects have been arrested.

23 August
Thibaw Township, Shan State
3 dead bodies with gun shots were
found near Kone Mon village,
Mandalay-Lashio Highway. Since
December 2019, near Kone Mon
village, 5 similar cases, in which 16
people were killed, have been
reported. The place is associated
with drug trafficking.

23 August
Namtu Township, Shan State
20 Chinese citizens who entered
into Myanmar illegally and 8
Myanmar citizens who
were
Comments and Recommendations
As a rule, take the usual precautions: do not carry large amounts of cash; be cautious
when you withdraw money at the bank or when you step out of a money changer; avoid
ostentatious displays of wealth in a public area; avoid routine times and routine routes
in the matter of going-out from your apartment or house. We encourage you to be
extremely careful when travelling, especially in industrial zones and poor
neighbourhoods: keep your doors locked, make sure you are not followed, attract
attention or take shelter if you have any doubt.
If you run a business, be especially careful about your valuable storage and
transportation. EXERA can provide a wide range of solutions to preserve your assets.

Page 13 of 25

Commercial-In-Confidence
Weekly Security Review (20 August – 26 August)

Trafficking
During the reporting period, the
Myanmar authorities conducted 23
seizures of illegal drugs, mainly
methamphetamine (ice), amphetamine,
heroin, raw opium, and caffeine (figure
3). Those raids yielded the arrest of 33
people. Most seizures were located in

Shan State and Sagaing Region. The
biggest seizure of the week was made
in Myawaddy Township, Kayin State:
1,598 kilo methamphetamine (ice) and
400 kilo heroin, for a value of 108 billion
MMK (79 million $). A detailed list of the
seizures can be found in annex.

Comments and Recommendations
Do not indulge in any drug-related activities in Myanmar, even for recreational and
private purpose. It is against the law and can yield every heavy sentences. Northern,
Eastern Shan State, as well as Rakhine State are major drug hubs; this can result in
violent disputes between traffickers or violent arrests. Extra precaution should be taken
when visiting those areas.
Figure 3: Main drugs
seizures in Myanmar from
29 July to 5 August 2020.
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Number of
seizures

State/Region

Total Amount

Eastern Shan State

7

US$ 2.08 million

Sagaing Region

3

US$ 2.4 million

Kachin State

2

US$ 49,800

Kayin State

2

US$ 79 million

Mandalay Region

2

US$ 351,000

Northern Shan State

2

US$ 65,800

Yangon Region

2

US$ 29,500

Mon State

1

US$ 14,000

Southern Shan State

1

US$ 534,000

Tanintharyi Region

1

US$ 43,000
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Environmental hazards
Earthquakes
Main incidents

Myanmar is located on the active
Sagaing seismic fault line and is
therefore vulnerable to earthquakes.
Since our previous report on 19 August

2020, 6 earthquakes have been
measured. The magnitude of 2
incidents was above 4.5 Richter scale.

Figure 4: Main Earthquakes
in Myanmar from 20 August
to 26 August 2020

Comments and Recommendations
Be aware that Myanmar is a seismic country and prepare yourself accordingly. Try
to settle down your accommodation or your office in recent, well-built buildings.
Adapt the common earthquakes reaction tips to your environment. Keep a survival
kit at home and in your office, within reach. Spread those instructions to your family
and in your work environment.
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Fire
Main incidents

Based on the main Myanmar media, we could count 8 main fire breakouts during the
reporting period.
N°

Date and time

Location

Event

Casualties and
damages

1

19 August,
8.42 hrs

Kawlin Township,
Sagaing Region

House fire
(refrigerator
overheated)

1 house burnt

2

20 August,
13.25 hrs

House fire

10 houses burnt
1 injured

Fire at a
petroleum station

-

House fire

-

Car fire

-

House fire

-

A truck on fire

-

A hostel on fire
(from electric
wire)

One hostel
burnt

6

24 August,
9.50 hrs

7

24 August,
14.45 hrs

Maha Aung Myay
Township,
Mandalay Region
Kalay Township,
Sagaing Region
Meikhtila Township,
Mandalay Region
Botahtaung Township,
Yangon Region
Hlaing Thar Yar
Township,
Yangon Region
Tarmwe Township,
Yangon Region

8

25 August,
15.00 hrs

Tarmwe Township,
Yangon Region

3
4
5

20 August,
17.25 hrs
20 August,
18.35 hrs
23 August,
10.00 hrs

Comments and Recommendations
Myanmar legal system may hold you responsible for accidental fire and yield heavy
sentences. It is therefore necessary to take precautions. Make sure your office or your
accommodation comply to satisfactory electric norms and are fitted with a fire alarm; make
sure they have a proper and clear evacuation route; equip yourself with fire-extinguishing
devices; be extremely careful when dealing with candles.

Adverse Weather Conditions
23 August
Sagaing Region
Chindwin River raised above its
dangerous level in 6 cities. More than
500 households from 6 cities – Homalin,
Paungbyin, Mawlaik, Kalewa, Mingin,
Monywa – were evacuated.

Hpa-an Township, Kayin State
As Than Lwin River suddenly passed its
dangerous level (from 750 cm to 837
cm), 80 households had to evacuate
their home during the night.
24 August
Kayin State

24 August
Page 17 of 25

Commercial-In-Confidence
Weekly Security Review (20 August – 26 August)
Because of the continuous heavy rain
since 21 August, Hpa-an – Kamamuang
– Phapun road was flooded and
authorities suspended the traffic.

24 August
Thibaw Township, Shan State (north) –
27 households, comprising 112 people,
were also evacuated because of a flash
flood.

24 August
Lin Kay Township, Shan State (south)
24 households comprising 104 people
were evacuated because of a flood.
Comments and Recommendations
We recommend our clients to avoid any travel to and inside of flood-affected regions.
If you have to, remain extremely careful. Do not get too close to the riverbank and
mountain slope; do not ride boats; do not say in low-lying areas, hotels or
restaurants; do not circulate on elevated dykes and embankments, since some of
them have been fragilized and may collapse. Moreover, some roads may be cut by
floods; do not attempt to cross them on your own. During and aftermath of the rainfall
or strong wind, stay away from the water as it can be electrocuted if the wires were
cut and fallen to the water. It is also recommended to wear long rubber shoes to
protect from the snakes especially if you live in an area with bushes and trees.
The floods are usually followed by mosquito-transmitted diseases, diarrhoea and
food poisoning. We encourage to take necessary precautions for those illnesses and
diseases as well.

Health hazards
The sanitary situation in Myanmar is still
dominated by the Covid-19 pandemic,
especially by the recent spike of
positive cases in Rakhine State.

for more than a month. Since then, the
State has reported a total of 181 new
positive cases in 11 townships. Sittwe
Township concentrates 116 of them.

As of 26 August, 20:00 Hrs, 580
confirmed cases have been reported,
i.e. 201 new cases compared to
previous week. Between 25 August
morning and 26 August morning, 100
cases were reported nationwide, a
record in Myanmar since the beginning
of the pandemic.

On 26 August, the government closed
all the schools nationwide, effective
from 27 August onwards. Only high
schools had reopened in July.

The epicentre of this second wave is
Rakhine State. On 16 August, a local
case was detected in Sittwe (Rakhine
State), a first occurrence in the country

On 27 August, government issued Stayat-Home order for all townships in Shan
State. The order will remain in place
until further notice.
On 26 August, Myanmar authorities
extended the suspension of commercial
international flight from 31 August to 30
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September. This move was already
expected as Henry Van Thio, VicePresident, stated in early June that this
measure would remain enforced until 1
October.

prove the urgency of their trip to
Myanmar. It also appears that
applications will be scrutinized by the
Central Committee for Prevention, Control
and Treatment of COVID-19. All compagnie
registered with Myanmar Companies
Online should contact directly Myanmar
Embassies abroad.

In that context, the authorities clarified
the procedures for foreign businessmen
to fly back to Myanmar. The Myanmar
Investment Commission stated that all
applicants for a visa would have to

Transmission of Covid-19 in Myanmar
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Figure 5: Covid-19 situation in Townships
of Rakhine State as of 26 August, 20:00
Hrs
Timeline of Response to Covid-19
in Myanmar

Figure 5: Covid-19 situation in States and
Regions as of 26 August, 20:00 Hrs
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Protective measures in Rakhine State
(under Stay-at-Home order)
▪

▪
▪

▪

▪

People must strictly stay at
home except to go to work, buy
basic supplies and seek
medical care
The curfew is imposed from
21:00 Hrs to 4:00 Hrs
Only authorized vehicles and
public buses are allowed to
travel between wards and
villages
In a car, only a driver plus one
or two passengers are allowed
depending on the trip motive
(supply purchase or medical
reason).
The markets must open only
between 6:00 Hrs and 9:00 Hrs

Protective measures in rest of the country
▪
▪
▪
▪

▪

The curfew is imposed from midnight
to 4:00 Hrs.
Wearing facial mask in public spaces
remains compulsory
Outside of work or education
environments, gatherings of more
than 30 people are banned.
People who are from Rakhine State
must stay in facility quarantine for 14
days and home quarantine for 7
days at their destinations.
International commercial flights will
remain suspended until 31
September.
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Glossary of terms
AA
ALP
ANP
ARSA
DHRP
ICOE
IED
ICJ
IDP
EAO
JMC
KDA
KIA
KNDP
KNLA
KNPP
KNU
MMT
MNDAA
NCA
NLD
NMSP
NSCN-K
RCSS
SNA
SSA-N
SSA-S
SSPP
TNLA
UNWFP
UNWHO
USDP
UWSA
WSR
ZCD

Arakan Army
Arakan Liberation Party
Arakan National Party
Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army
Democracy and Human Rights Party
Independent Commission of Enquiry
Improvised Explosive Device
International Court of Justics
Internally Displaced Person
Ethnic Armed Organization
Joint Monitoring Committee
Kachin Defense Army
Kachin Independence Army
Karen National Democratic Party
Karen National Liberation Army
Karenni National Progressive Party
Karen National Union
Myanmar Time
Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army
National Ceasefire Agreement
National League for Democracy
New Mon State Party
National Socialist Council of Nagaland-Khaplang
Restoration Council of Shan State
Shanni Nationalities Army
Shan State Army – North
Shan State Army – South
Shan State Progressive Party
Ta’ang National Liberation Army
United Nations World Food Programme
United Nations World Health Organization
Union Solidarity Development Party
United Wa State Army
Weekly Security Review
Zomi Congress for Democracy
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Annex 1: Security incidents in Rakhine State
N°

Date

Place

Event

1

19 August

Mrauk-U Township

Two monks and two novices (probably under-age)
went missing. Later, Myanmar Army found two guns
and some ammunition in the monastery. The origin
of this weaponry remains unknown..

2

20 August

Ann Township

Two local fishermen were wounded by the Myanmar
Army while they were fishing on a boat in Kazukaing
village.

3

22 August

Rathedaung Township

five people, including a two-year-old child, were
injured when artillery shell fell onto their house in
Kyauk Yan Thar Si village. According to some
locals, the shell was fired by Myanmar Army.

4

23 August

Minbya Township

5

24 August

Rathedaung Township

A 70-year-old man was killed by a landmine blast
while looking for his disappeared buffalo in the
restricted area near Myanmar Military Training
school no. 9.
Fighting broke out between Myanmar Army and AA
near Aung Si Kone village when AA attacked a ferry
dock of Myanmar Army in Mayu river. Electric
infrastructure was damaged during the clash,
causing a power cut in Buthidaung and Maungdaw
Townships.

Annex 2: Conflict in Shan State
N°

Date

Place

Event

1

19 August

Kyaukme Township

2

20 August

Northern Shan State

3

21 August

Mogok Township

A couple and their three children were kidnapped
by unknown armed men. Several armed groups,
including SSPP/SSA-N, TNLA, RCSS/SSA-S, as
well as the Myanmar Army, are active in the
Township.
Kachin locals stated that Ta’ang National Liberation
Army (TNLA) kidnapped, tortured, and extorted
money from them. They asked the KIO
headquarters in Laiza to take action towards TNLA.
Fighting broke out between the Infantry Division 88
of Myanmar Army and TNLA in Pan Thapya village

4

21 August

Muse Township

5

21 August

Mong Kung Township

The bodies of three people who had been missing
for three months were found buried in a jungle. Two
victims from Mong Khat village were arrested by
Myanmar Army on 29 May while another victim
from Loi Mon village was arrested by unknown
armed group.
The Ta’ang National Party (TNP) sent a letter to the
Township Election Commission to inform that
RCSS has threatened three members of their party
not to contest the election.
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Annex 3: drugs seizures in Myanmar from 20 to 26 August
2020
N°

Date

1

State/Regi
on

Township

Karen
State

Myawaddy
Township

Seizure

Value

Remarks

1,598 kilo
methamphetamine (ice)

108 billion MMK

4 people
arrested

400 kilo heroin

(79 million $)
300 M MMK

Eastern
Shan State

Tachileik
Township

200,000 pills

Sagaing
Region

Kawlin
Township

3,900 pills

19 M MMK (13,000 $)

1 person
arrested

4

Mandalay
Region

Pyin Oo Lwin
Township

3,800 pills

7.6 M MMK (5,100 $)

1 person
arrested

5

Mon State

Paung
Township

3,800 pills

19 M MMK (14,000 $)

6

Yangon
Region

Hlaing Tharyar
Township

3,000 pills

7.6 M MMK (5,500 $)

3 people
arrested

Eastern
Shan State

Mong Hsat
Township

12 M MMK (8,800 $)

1 person
arrested

Northern
Shan State

Hopang
55,000 pills

82 M MMK (60,000 $)

Township

2 people
arrested

Karen
State

Hpa-an
Township

5,500 pills

16 M MMK (11,000$)

1 person
arrested

, Kachin
State

Moe Kaung
Township

495 gram heroin

39 M MMK (28,000 $)

1 person
arrested

11

Eastern
Shan State

Mong Hsat
Township

1,225 kilo caffeine

122 M MMK (89,000
$)

ownerless

Kachin
State

Shwegu
Township

220 gram heroin

12

29.8 M MMK (21,800
$)

2 people
arrested

Eastern
Shan State

Keng
TungTownship

40 kilo
methamphetamine (ice)

1 billion MMK

1 person
arrested

Sagaing
Region

Indaw
Township

500,000 pills

Sagaing
Region:

Khampat
Township

1,003,200 pills

Northern
Shan State

Kunlong
Township

3,450 pills

2

3

7

20
August

21
August

8

9

22
August

10
23
August

13

14

15

16

24
August

2 people
arrested

(220,000 $)

8,200 pills

3,900 pills

(732,000 $)
2.3 billion MMK

3.3 kilo heroin

60 gram heroin

1 person
arrested

(1.6 M $)

2 people
arrested

1.1 billion MMK
(805,000 $)

2 people
arrested

8 M MMK (5,800 $)

1 person
arrested
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40 kilo
methamphetamine (ice)

Eastern
Shan State

Keng Tung

Southern
Shan State

Loilem
Township

19

Tanintharyi
Region

Myeik
Township

19,800 pills

20

Mandalay
Region

Mogok
Township

315,900 pills

Yangon
Region

Thaketa
Township

22

Eastern
Shan State

Keng Tung
Township

23

Southern
Shan State

Loilem
Township

17

18

25
August
21

Township

720 M MMK

3 people
arrested

(527,000 $)

712,500 pills

700 M MMK
ownerless
(510,000 $)
59 M. MMK (43,000$)
473 M. MMK
(346,000 $)

4,400 pills

1 person
arrested
2 people
arrested

34 M. MMK (24,000$)

1 person
arrested

4,000 pills

4 M. MMK (2,900 $)

1 person
arrested

732,000 pills

730 M.MMK
(534,000$)

ownerless

210 gram heroin

Disclaimer
This safety and security review for EXERA clients only. The information in this report is
intended to inform and advise; any mitigation implemented as a result of this information is
the responsibility of the client. The contents of this report are subject to copyright and must
not be reproduced without approval from EXERA.
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