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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Internal Conflict

Covid-19

▪

▪
▪

▪ In Rakhine State, no major clash was reported, but punctual skirmishes
▪
▪
▪
▪

▪

Election

As of 2 September at 8:00 hrs, a total of 938 cases of Covid-19 have
been identified in Myanmar, i.e. 563 new cases since the beginning of
the second wave, on 16 August.
On Monday 2 September, 120 new Covid-19 cases were identified, a
record since the beginning of the epidemic.
On 1 September, 7 Yangon townships were placed under Stay-atHome order: Thingangyun, Insein, North Okkalapa, Thaketa, Hlaing,
Pazundaung, Mingaladon.

▪
▪

▪

broke out; 3 civilians were killed and 5 others wounded.
Rumours circulate about the government using the Covid-19 crisis and
lockdown to cut the supplies to the Arakan Army.
In Shan State, tension has heightened in Mong Hsat, Tangyan, Lashio
and Namsahn Townships, as well as in Mandalay Region’s Mogok
Township.
In Shan State, communities’ anger is mounting in two distinct cases of
alleged civilian murders by the Tatmadaw.
In Kayin State, 6 soldiers and one police officer were killed in an
ambush, signalling a possible return of tension.

The Union Election Commission stated it would make a decision in
October about a potential postponement of the election because of
Covid epidemic
In Sintgaing Township (Mandalay Region), 600 people mobilized
against the appointment of a Muslim candidate by the NLD
U Phoe San, Arakan National Party candidate in Kyaukphyu
constituency (Rakhine State), was barred from doing so by the Election
Commission, since his son has joined the ranks of the AA.
The NLD stated that all its members who were not selected to run the
elections and who would decide to run as independents would be
excluded from the party.
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Internal Conflict
Nationwide
On 25 and 31 August, Facebook provided data to the Independent Investigative
Mechanism on Myanmar (IIMM). After first refusing to cooperate in early August, the
company eventually yielded information from 18 accounts and 52 pages belonging
to military officers or supporters. This information will be important to assess whether
the September 2017 wave of violence in Rakhine State targeted specifically
Bengali/Rohingya Muslims. If that were the case, that would back the accusations
of genocides against the Myanmar forces. The spokesperson for Myanmar Army,
Brig-Gen Zaw Min Tun, claimed the army is not concerned by the news. He stated
the owners of those Facebook accounts did not spread hate speech.

Rakhine State
Based on our close news monitoring,
there was no major frontal clash
between AA and Tatmadaw during the
reporting period. We could count 6
incidents, in which 3 civilians were killed
and 5 injured by gunshot, shelling, or
beaten up by Tatmadaw soldiers.
Details can be found on the map below
and in annex 1.

under AA attack in March 2019, leaving
9 police officers dead.
On 29 August, after 4 days of black out,
electric power came back in parts of
Buthidaung and Maungdaw Townships.
The electric line had been cut by a shell
during a clash between the AA and a
Myanmar Navy boat moored on the
Mayu River near Aung Si Kone village,
in Rathedaung Township.

On 27 August, the AA released 3 of the
4 Chin young men it had arrested on 29
July in Kyauktaw Township. Since they
worked for a Chin political organization
which took stance against the AA, they
may have been considered as a threat.
One person still remains prisoner.

As it has been the case since early
June, the conflict is continuing at a low
intensity, with the main victims being
civilians. This trend may be expected to
continue for the next weeks, as the AA
pledged to reduce its activities as long
as the Covid-19 surge would affect
Rakhine State. Moreover, a violence
spike might push the authorities to
cancel the 8 November elections, in
which nationalist parties are slated to
fare well. It is therefore not in the AA’s
interest to resume fighting for the
moment.

On 27 August, a Myanmar Police
station was evacuated in Yoe Ta Yoke
village (Ponnagyun Township), for
unknown reasons. This base had come

For the moment, the main concern in
Rakhine State is the Covid-19
epidemic, which has been spreading
fast since 16 August.

According to a report released on 31
August by the NGO Arakan Human
Rights Defenders, about 300 civilians
have been killed since the beginning of
the war between AA and Myanmar
Army in 2018.
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On 28 August, the Chief Minister of
Rakhine State expressed his concern
about the epidemic spreading to the
local IDP camps, which currently shelter
200,000 people.
On 26 August, the authorities imposed
a Stay-at-Home order in the 17
townships of the State. This has
severely reduced transportation within
Rakhine State, and with the rest of the
country. Concern of food shortage has
been mounting. On 27 August, Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi promised that food
supplies would continue and that no
shortage may happen. On 29 August,
300 people gathered in Sittwe after
hearing rumours of food distribution.
Some rumours also circulate, claiming
that the authorities are using Stay-atHome orders and travel restrictions to
weaken the AA supplies. Some also
state that the Myanmar government
may use the epidemic as a pretext to
cancel the elections and avoid the
success of Rakhine ethnic parties. It is
quite clear that the epidemic, cumulated
with social media and rumours,
jeopardizes the social stability of the
region.

Shan State
Since the end of the 4th Panglong Peace
Conference on 21 August, tension has
heightened in Northern Shan State.
In Mong Hsat Township, the tension is
rising with the RCSS/SSA-S, pushed to
evacuate its base in Loi Kaw Wang
village.

On 29 August, clashes broke out in
Tangyan Township between the
Tatmadaw and the Myanmar National
Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA)
near the villages of Mang Mak and Hpa
Hpik villages. Air support was called in
by the Myanmar Army.
Similarly, on 31 August, clashes took
place with the TNLA in Mogok,
Namhsan and Lashio Townships.
Those rising tensions take a toll on
civilian population. On 29 August, a
villager was shot in Lashio Township.
The reporting period was also marked
by the aftermath of civilian killings in
unclear circumstances.
The first one is the death of villager
Loong Hsu, 60, who was killed in Pan
Kin village (Kyaukme Township), on 29
June. This incident was condemned
massively, and 10,000 people took to
the streets in Kyaukme early July. On
26
August,
the
Tatmadaw
spokesperson stated that Loong Hsu
had been killed accidentally by a
Myanmar Army soldier ‘during combat’
with the Restoration Council of Shan
State / Shan State Army South
(RCSS/SSA-S). However, local CSOs
and lawmakers pointed out that the
incident did not take place during a
battle, and that the violence towards the
villager was baseless.
The second event is the aftermath of the
disappearance of 3 civilians in Muse
township in late May. It appears they
were arrested by the Myanmar Army’s
99 Light Infantry Division in late May,
shortly after a clash with the TNLA.
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During the third week of August, their
bodies were found in a shallow grave,
their hands tied up. Since then, anger
has been mounting within the local
communities, with the Ta'ang Literature
and Culture Organization (TLCO) and
the Ta’ang Women’s Organization
(TWO) accusing unequivocally the
Tatmadaw and demanding justice.
Facing
this
mobilization,
the
commander of LID 99, Colonel Hla Myo,
pledged that an investigation would be
conducted, and that action would be
taken if soldiers were found guilty.

Lastly, the reporting period was marked
by the extension of the Brotherhood
Alliance’s ceasefire, from 1 September
to 9 November. Officially, the
Brotherhood Alliance seeks to support
the response to the Covid-19 crisis, and
to support the preparation of the
elections. However, it is worth noting
that the ceasefire is set to finish on 9
November, i.e. the day immediately
after the elections.

Figure 1: Summary of security incidents in Myanmar
from 27 August to 2 September 2020.

This is a clear sign sent out to the
authorities: the peace in Northern Shan
State will depend on the election result,
and the EAOs may not guarantee
stability afterwards.
Kayin State
On 31 August, at least 6 soldiers and
one police officer were killed on an
ambush on the old highway linking
Kawkareik to Myawaddy, on the Thai
border. Reportedly, two soldiers were
first killed and bombs planted near their
bodies, killing members of the rescue
party. It is still unclear which EAO was
involved in the incident.
Assessment and Recommandations

In Rakhine State, the armed conflicts
have significantly reduced, partly
because of the growing concern of
pandemic. However, the tension
between Myanmar Army and AA is not
solved. Major battles are still possible if
one side resume the attack. The risk is
therefore assessed as very high.
In Northern Shan State, situation used
to be quite stable in July and August.
However, the last week saw a marked
increase of the tensions, especially in
Lashio, Tangyan and Mong Hsat
Township. The risk is therefore
assessed as very high, and we
recommend to avoid any trip to those
areas.

Armed clashes

6

Death (civilians)

4

Injuries (civilian)

5

Casualties (Tatmadaw)

6
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Figure 2: Main security incidents in Rakhine State from 26 August to 2 September 2020

Figure 3: Main security incidents in Shan State from 27 August to 2 September 2020.
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Myanmar and the World
Beijing moves away from Shwe
Kokko
The reporting period was marked by a
strong
statement
from
Chinese
Embassy about the controversial Shwe
Kokko New City project, in Kayin State.
This project, led by Yatai International
under the protection of the Kayin Border
Guard Force, allegedly comprises
illegal casinos, and is involved in illegal
work, immigration and trafficking,
thereby destabilizing the whole region.
For years, the company had claimed it
was operating with the support of
Chinese government.
On 25 August, the Chinese Embassy
released a strong statement taking its
distances from the project. It makes it
clear that the project is not supported by

the Chinese government, that it is not
part of the China Myanmar Economic
Corridor project, that Beijing condemns
all illegal practices and that it supports
Myanmar authorities’ investigations in
the area.
A senior Chinese official on visit
Yang Jiechi is the director of the Office
of the Central Commission for
Foreign Affairs and considered as the
third most powerful member of the
Chinese government. His visit can be
interpreted as a follow-up to Xi Jinping’s
visit in January, during which Beijing
urged Nay Pyi Taw to step up its
support to the China Myanmar
Economic Corridor. It can also be a way
for China to strengthen its influence for
the post-Covid period.

Election Watch
On 8 November 2020, Myanmar will hold its general elections. In Myanmar, the general
elections take place every five years. The 37 million of Myanmar voters choose their
representatives at the Upper House and Lower House of the Parliament. According to the
2008 Constitution, on top of those elected members, those two chambers comprise 25 % of
MPs directly appointed by the Senior-General of the Tatmadaw. The Constitution can be
amended only if more than 75 % of the MPs agree for it, which gives the Army a decisive
veto.
The elected and appointed members of the two chambers (664 members) elect the
President of the Republic. The latter is therefore not elected directly by the Myanmar
citizens, but indirectly, through the Parliament.
The two main parties in Myanmar are the National League for Democracy (NLD), led by
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and the Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP), a militaryaligned party which used to rule the country from 2011 to 2016. In 2015, the NLD won 78
% of the elected seats nationwide. However, because of the 25 % of military appointed in
the Parliament, this landslide results in 59 % of the total seats.
97 parties ready to contest the 2020 elections; 79 will run nationwide, 18 will focus on one
specific State or Regions. NLD is not expected to fare as good as in 2015, and observers
consider it is very unlikely to get the majority at the Parliament. It will therefore have to make
alliances, possibly with ethnic parties, which may have a decisive influence in the next
tenure.
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Election Timeline
30
June
2020
• UEC
announced
the
election
date

Sept.
2020

1st
week
Nov.
2020

• Campaign
period
starts

• Campaign
period
ends

8 Nov.
2020
• General
Elections

Elections and Covid-19
On 1 September, the spokesperson of
the USDP Dr Nanda Hla Myint, stated
to the media that the government
should consider postponing the
elections if the recent surge of Covid-19
went more severe.
The UEC announced that it will consider
the option of postponing the poll, and
that it will make its decision in October.
In other words, uncertainty has
emerged about the poll date.
Security personnel and the poll
Three police officers were sanctioned
by their hierarchy for wearing face
masks featuring the portrait of Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi. They were
transferred to Rakhine State. This
anecdotal incident shows clearly that
the Myanmar political life remains very
polarized, and that Myanmar security
forces’ political opinions are still tightly
controlled.
According to the Tatmadaw, 80,000
soldiers are registered in Yangon
Region. According to the election law
amended by the NLD in February 2020,
Defence personnel will not be allowed
to cast their vote in barracks, as they

1 Feb.
2021

Feb
2021

• New
parliament
convened

• Parliament
elects
president

March
2021
• New govt
appointed

used to do. Such a move may improve
the transparency of the poll.

Mobilization
candidate

against

a

Muslim

600 residents and Buddhist monks from
Sintgaing Township (Mandalay Region)
protested against the candidature in
their constituency of Daw Win Mya Mya,
a Muslim candidate appointed by the
NLD. They claimed she is not a suitable
candidate as she is not from the
township, she is not a university
graduate, and she is Muslim. NLD vicechairman Dr. Zaw Myint Maung rejected
that move, saying that Daw Win Mya
Mya was qualified, and that ‘besides
Buddhism, other faiths can be
practiced’ in Myanmar.
Muslims candidatures rejected
The Rakhine State Election SubCommission rejected the appeal lodged
by five Muslim candidates for the
Democracy and Human Rights Party
(HRDP) in Sittwe and Maungdaw
Townships, in Rakhine State. Their
candidature was rejected in mid-July,
because their parents were reportedly
not Myanmar citizens when they were
born. Out of the 6 candidates fielded by
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the HRDP in Rakhine State, only one
will be able to contest the poll, in
Maungdaw Township.
On a similar move, the Mawlamyine
District
Election
Sub-Commission
rejected the candidature filed by a
Muslim independent candidate in
Kyaikmaraw Township, under the
pretext his parents were not Myanmar
citizens when he was born. This
incident shows that the religion issue is
taking a major role in this poll.
A Rakhine candidate barred
U Phoe San was barred from seeking
re-election
as
Kyaukphyu
representative in the Rakhine State
regional Parliament under the colours of
the Arakan National Party (ANP). U
Phoe San is the father of Aung Myint
Soe, a former Tatmadaw Major who
deserted to join the ranks of AA and
who has risen to prominence since
then, leading guerrilla operations on
Ramree Island (Rakhine State).

On 27 August, the spokesperson for
Kachin Independence Army (KIA),
Colonel Naw Bu, stated that the
organization would not allow the poll to
held in the regions it controls in Kachin
State.
On 1 September, the RCSS/SSA-S
released a statement in which it allows
political parties to campaign in the
regions it controls in Northern and
Southern Shan State, but at the
condition they inform its liaison offices
on the ground.
KSPP manifesto against Myitsone
dam
On 30 August, the Kachin State
People’s Party, the leading ethnic party
in Kachin State, presented its election
manifesto. One of its 15 points is the
definitive
cancellation
of
the
controversial Myitsone Dam, led by
Chinese and suspended since 2011.
Aung San Suu Kyi’s government has
failed to make a clear decision about it,
drawing the ire of Kachin communities.

NLD delists independent candidates
Election monitoring organizations
In a statement released by the NLD on
31 August, the party explains that all its
party members who were not selected
to run the elections under the NLD
colours and who decided to run as
independents or for other parties would
be banned from the party.
EAOs and the elections
On 26 August, four people were
arrested by the TNLA in a house used
as an NLD branch office in Namhsan
Town (Shan State). The reasons for
that arrest are still unknown.

Sor far, the UEC has approved 2,120
election observers, working for 2
international bodies (Carter Centre and
Asian Network for Free Elections) and 8
local organizations: New Myanmar
Foundation, Hornbill Organization,
Phan
Tee
Eain,
Kadu
Youth
Development Association, Rainmaker,
Bago Observer group, and Election
Education and Observation Partners.
The UEC also included in the list the
People’s Alliance for Credible Elections
(Pace). PACE was first barred from
election monitoring by the UEC, before
backtracking in unclear circumstances.
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Social and Political Stability
Kayah Chief Minister impeached

Justice for Myanmar

On 1 September, L Phaung Sho, the
Chief Minister of Kayah State, was
impeached by the local Parliament. The
motion was approved by 16 of the 20
lawmakers present. He was accused of
fund misappropriation and channelling
the rents collected from public lands to
personal accounts. He became the first
Chief Minister to be impeached under
2008 constitution. Phyo Min Thein,
Chief Minister of Yangon Region was
also motioned to be impeached earlier
this year but the motion failed.

On 31 August, the Human Rights
Organization Justice for Myanmar
stated that their website had been
blocked by the Myanmar authorities.
The organization has routinely pointed
out the vested interests of Tatmadaw in
the national economy. In its latest
finding, it highlighted that 2 directors of
the
Tatmadaw-owned
Myanmar
Economic Holdings Public Company
Limited (MEHL) also served in public
positions. They were forced to resign for
conflict of interest by the Attorney
General.

Privacy law
On 26 August, the Parliament amended
the 2017 Privacy Law. This law, one of
the landmarks of Aung San Suu Kyi’s
tenure, protects citizens from State
intrusion and stalking, unwarranted
intrusions and surveillance. However,
the law used to feature a loophole: the
vague mention that ‘whoever’ breaches
its provision can face up to 3 years in
jail. This allowed officials to sue citizens,
most often for defamation. The
Parliament voted to address that flaw,
replacing ‘whoever’ by ‘any public
official’. Theoretically, only citizens can
now use that law to seek justice.
A Monk at the court
On 27 August, U Thawbita, a prominent
monk, was charged by Amarapura court
(Mandalay Region). He was charged for
defamation under the section 66d of the
telecommunication law. In 2018, he had
commented a picture of Snr-Gen Min
Aung Hlaing visiting a farm with the
caption ‘a cow entering a cattle farm’.

BRI and land issues
On 26 August, a SNLD lawmaker from
Shan State questioned in the
Parliament the benefits of the Belt and
Road Initiative for Myanmar. He also
enquired about compensation schemes
for communities which would lose land
and resources to the project. The
Chinese-backed BRI has fuelled
concern and suspicion in numerous
communities across the country. One of
the main issues is land acquisition.
Socio-economic impacts of Covid-19
The parliamentary session was also
marked by a presentation by Daw Moe
Moe Su Kyi, minister for labour and
immigration for Yangon Region. She
stated that 173 were closed or heavily
restructured in the last 7 months
because of the Covid-19 pandemic, and
that 41,000 workers went unemployed.
This may have major consequences in
terms of social stability and security.
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Transportation
Main incidents
Based on our monitoring of
Myanmar media and social
media, there were 4 main
traffic accidents during the
reporting period, killing 8
people and injuring 24 others
(figure.
2).
The
most
remarkable accident took
place
in
Nyaungdon
Township (Yangon Region),
when a speeding truck
overturned,
killing
2
passengers and injuring 12
others.
Figure 4: Main car accidents in Myanmar
from 27 August to 2 September 2020

Assessment and Recommandations
Road accidents are a major risk in Myanmar, and one has to be extremely careful. The
Yangon – Mandalay Highway is especially dangerous. In 2019, there was a total of 524
accidents on that road, killing 108 people and injuring 1,019 others. As of 31 July 2020,
320 accidents had happened since the beginning of the year, killing 57 people and
injuring 543 others. Among other risks, Yangon – Mandalay highway is made of
cement, which is known to wear out tyres much faster than macadam. If you often drive
on that road, monitor closely the wear and tear of your tyres. It is suggested to check
your vehicle with a competent technician before travelling on the highway.
Accidents are even more frequent during rainy season. Assess road and climate
conditions before starting your trip. The rainfall can make the roads more slippery and
leave the tyres less durables.
As a rule, avoid speeding, even on good roads. Keep your distances, keep clear from
motorbikes and be careful of light vehicles or cattle on the road. Do not assume other
drivers have a good command of their vehicles, the right reflexes and know the traffic
rules. Make sure to use properly-trained drivers and well-maintained vehicles. Always
fasten your seat belt.
At night, keep in mind that many vehicles, especially motorbikes, drive without any light;
drive slowly and be extremely cautious.
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Total Number of
accidents

4

Total Death

8

Total injury

24

Figure 5: Summary of road accidents in Myanmar between 27 August and 2 September 2020.

Crime
Based on the main Myanmar media, 8
notable crimes since the last report:
27 August
Tachileik Township, Shan State
A car was set on fire intentionally. The
fire damaged a restaurant nearby.
28 August
Mawlamyinegyun Township,
(Ayeyarwady Region)
42 Muslim Bengali/Rohingya were
arrested on a boat to Malaysia. Due to
the Covid-19 epidemic (and possibly
out of fear they may be virus carriers),
they were not arrested locally, but sent
off back to Sittwe (Rakhine State)
28 August
Hpa-an Township (Kayin State)
A man was stabbed to death. The two
offenders were arrested.
29 August
Pyay Township (Bago Region)
Two men tried to rob a jewellery shop
using a gas gun. They were arrested on
the spot.

31 August
Ann Township (Rakhine State)
A villager from Tan Tin village
disappeared when riding his motorbike.
His body was later found dismembered
in bags thrown into a river.
31 August
Tachileik Township (Eastern Shan
State)
A man was shot to death at his place by
an unknown gunman. The shooter is
still at large. The region is home to
massive drug production and trafficking.
31 August
Kalaw Township (Southern Shan State)
Police in Aungban town arrested 7
people for gambling in a house.
Gambling is officially prohibited in
Myanmar
31 August
Namkham Township (Northern Shan
State)
Seven drug users were arrested near
an IDP camp. Local IDPs complained
about the presence of those drug
addicts in the vicinity. The latter were
Page 13 of 27

Commercial-In-Confidence
Weekly Security Review (27 August – 2 September 2020)
reportedly responsible for thefts and
violence. Drug addiction is a major

issue in large swathes of Shan and
Kachin States.

Comments and Recommendations
Our monitoring highlights a crime surge in Tachileik Township, possibly related
to drug trafficking. We advise you to show extra precaution in that region.
As a rule, take the usual precautions: do not carry large amounts of cash; be cautious
when you withdraw money at the bank or when you step out of a money changer; avoid
ostentatious displays of wealth in a public area; avoid routine times and routine routes
in the matter of going-out from your apartment or house. We encourage you to be
extremely careful when travelling, especially in industrial zones and poor
neighbourhoods: keep your doors locked, make sure you are not followed, attract
attention or take shelter if you have any doubt.
If you run a business, be especially careful about your valuable storage and
transportation. EXERA can provide a wide range of solutions to preserve your assets.

Trafficking
During the reporting period, the
Myanmar authorities conducted 21
seizures of illegal drugs, mainly
methamphetamine (ice), amphetamine
and heroin (figure 3). Those raids
yielded the arrest of 50 people. Most
seizures were conducted at the juncture
of Mandalay Region and Northern Shan
State, in Patheingyi and Pyin Oo Lwin
Townships, emphasizing the key
position of that region on transit routes.

On another note, on 29 August, the
Ta’ang National Party reported that 10
girls between 12 and 21 had been
trafficked to China. The trafficker lured
them by promising them jobs. Since
then, they have called their families for
help. Human trafficking is a major issue
in Myanmar, which ranks on Tier 3 (the
lowest) on the Trafficking in Persons
(TIP) Report, produced by the U.S.
State Department.

The biggest seizure of the week was
made in Kunhing Township, Southern
Shan
State:
1,600
kilo
of
methamphetamine (ice), worth 32
billion MMK (23 million $). A detailed list
of the seizures can be found in annex.
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Number of
seizures

State/Region

Total Amount

Mandalay Region

5

US$ 1.05 million

Southern Shan State

4

US$ 23.1 million

Sagaing Region

3

US$ 550,000

Eastern Shan State

3

US$ 18,200

Kachin State

2

US$ 98,600

Northern Shan State

2

US$ 21,400

Tainintharyi Region

1

US$ 20,700

Yangon Region

1

US$ 15,700

Figure 6: Summary of drug seizures in Myanmar from 27 August to 2 September 2020.

Comments and Recommendations
Do not indulge in any drug-related activities in Myanmar, even for recreational and
private purpose. It is against the law and can yield every heavy sentences. Northern,
Eastern Shan State, as well as Rakhine State are major drug hubs; this can result in
violent disputes between traffickers or violent arrests. Extra precaution should be taken
when visiting those areas.
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Figure 7: Main drugs seizures in Myanmar from 27 August to 2 September 2020.
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Environmental hazards
Earthquakes
Myanmar is located on the active
Sagaing seismic fault line and is
therefore vulnerable to earthquakes.
Since our previous report on 26 August
2020, 4 earthquakes have been
measured. The strongest one took
place on 1 September in Homalin
Township (Sagaing Region), and
reached a 4.7 magnitude on Richter
Scale.

Comments and Recommendations
Be aware that Myanmar is a seismic
country
and
prepare
yourself
accordingly. Try to settle down your
accommodation or your office in recent,
well-built buildings. Adapt the common
earthquakes reaction tips to your
environment. Keep a survival kit at
home and in your office, within reach.
Spread those instructions to your family
and in your work environment.

Figure 8: Main
Earthquakes in
Myanmar from 26
August to 1
September 2020.

Page 17 of 27

Commercial-In-Confidence
Weekly Security Review (27 August – 2 September 2020)

Fire
Main incidents

Based on the main Myanmar media, we could count 8 main fire breakouts during the
reporting period.
N°

Date and time

1

26 August 2020

2

27 August 2020

Location

Event

Industrial Zone 4,
Insein Township,
Yangon Region
Ye Township,
Mon State

Casualties and
damages

Gas pipeline
leakage
House fire

3

27 August 2020

Wetlet Township,
Sagaing Region

A person
suffering from
mental disorder
set fire to his own
house

4

28 August 2020

Kyaikmaraw Township,
Mon State

High school was
struck by lightning

5

29 August 2020

Kentgung Township,
Eastern Shan State

House fire

2 school
buildings were
destroyed

Comments and Recommendation
Myanmar legal system may hold you responsible for accidental fire and yield heavy
sentences. It is therefore necessary to take precautions. Make sure your office or your
accommodation comply to satisfactory electric norms and are fitted with a fire alarm; make
sure they have a proper and clear evacuation route; equip yourself with fire-extinguishing
devices; be extremely careful when dealing with candles.

Health hazards
The sanitary situation in Myanmar is still
dominated by the second wave of
Covid-19. The latter started on 16
August, with the identification of case
375 in Rakhine State, the first local case
found in Myanmar in more than a
month.
As of 2 September at 8:00 hrs, a total of
938 cases of Covid-19 have been
identified. In other words, 563 new
cases have been found since the
beginning of the second wave (i.e. two

weeks), versus 374 cases during the 5
months of first wave.
On Monday 2 September, 120 new
Covid-19 cases were identified,
breaking the record of 100 cases which
had been established between 25
August morning and 26 August
morning.
The epicentre of this second wave is
Rakhine State. Before 16 August, the
State had registered a total of 16 cases
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since March. As of 2 September, the
State has registered a total of 408
cases, i.e. 392 during the second wave.
Within Rakhine State, the main clusters
are Sittwe and Kyaukphyu Townships
(see figure 11).
On 27 August, government issued Stayat-Home order for whole Rakhine State.
The order will remain in place until
further notice.
More than 200 health personnel have
reportedly volunteered to be airlifted to
Rakhine State to participate in the
response to Covid-19.
Social media accounts show pictures of
villagers living along the main highway
to Rakhine State chopping down trees
on the road to stop the traffic, for fear of
contamination. The authorities have set
up a truck driver exchange system in
Gwa, Ann and Taunggup, which allows
the goods to circulate without Rakhine
truck drivers leaving their region.
The second main epidemic core is
Yangon Region, which had 262 cases
on 16 August and 356 on 2 September,
i.e. + 94 cases. Within Yangon, the
main cluster is Thingangyun.
On 1 September, 7 Yangon townships
were placed under Stay-at-Home order:
• Thingangyun
• Insein
• North Okkalapa

•
•
•
•

Thaketa
Hlaing
Pazundaung
Mingaladon

On 26 August, the government closed
all the schools nationwide, effective
from 27 August onwards. Only high
schools had reopened in July.
On 26 August, Myanmar authorities
extended the suspension of commercial
international flight from 31 August to 30
September. This move was already
expected as Henry Van Thio, VicePresident, stated in early June that this
measure would remain enforced until 1
October.
On 30 August, Dr Khin Khin Gyi,
Director of the department of
contagious diseases at Ministry of
Health and Sports, wrote on her
personal Facebook page that 72 % of
the
new
positive
cases
are
asymptomatic. This hints that a
significant amount of people may be
silent carriers, and that the epidemic
may have spread more than we think.
On 1 September, Dr Khin Khin Gyi
stated that the virus at the core of this
second wave is a mutated strain called
G614, which has a faster transmission
rate.

Page 19 of 27

Commercial-In-Confidence
Weekly Security Review (27 August – 2 September 2020)
1200
1000
800
600
400
200

Imported cases

31-Aug

24-Aug

17-Aug

10-Aug

03-Aug

27-Jul

20-Jul

13-Jul

06-Jul

29-Jun

22-Jun

15-Jun

08-Jun

01-Jun

25-May

18-May

11-May

04-May

27-Apr

20-Apr

13-Apr

06-Apr

30-Mar

23-Mar

0

Local cases

Figure 9: Imported and local Covid-19 cases in Myanmar since the beginning of the pandemic.

Timeline of Response to Covid-19 in Myanmar

23
March
• First case
reported

31
march

11
April

18
April

30
June

16
August

20
August

• Entry ban
to all
countries

• extended
quarantine
from 14
days to 21
days

• Lockdown
and Stayat-home in
7 townships
of Yangon
Region

• Lockdwons
eased in all
Tonwship
of Yangon

• First local
transmission
in one
month
(Sittwe,
Rakhine)

• Stay-atHome order
in Sittwe
Township,
Rakhine

21
August

26
August

27
August

1 Sept.

• Curfew in
Sittwe
Township

• Stay-atHome order
in Ann,
Kyaukphyu,
Taungup
and
Thandwe

• Stay-atHome order
for whole
Rakhine
State

• 7 townships
under Stayat-Home
orders in
Yangon
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Protective measures in townships
under Stay-at-Home order
-

-

-

-

-

-

Figure 10: Covid-19 situation in States and Regions
as of 2 September 2020

People must strictly stay at home
except to go to work, buy basic
supplies and seek medical care
The curfew is imposed from 21:00 Hrs
to 4:00 Hrs
Only authorized vehicles and public
buses are allowed to travel between
wards and villages
In a car, only a driver plus one or two
passengers are allowed depending
on the trip motive (supply purchase or
medical reason).
The markets must open only between
6:00 Hrs and 9:00 Hrs
Protective measures in rest of the
country
The curfew is imposed from midnight
to 4:00 Hrs.
Wearing facial mask in public spaces
remains compulsory
Outside of work or education
environments, gatherings of more
than 30 people are banned.
People coming back from Rakhine
State must stay in quarantine facility
for 14 days and home quarantine for
7 days at their destinations.
International commercial flights will
remain
suspended
until
31
September.

Covid-19 situation in Myanmar
(as of 2 September 2020, 08:00 Hrs)
Total Cases
Active Cases
Recovered cases
Fatalities
Total tests
Test per day
(this week)
Test per day
(last week)
Tests per million
inhabitants since
March

1058
693
359
6
166,433
2,659
1438
3,263
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Figure 11: the second wave of Covid-19 epidemic in Rakhine State as of 2 September 2020
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Glossary of terms
AA
ALP
ANP
ARSA
DHRP
ICOE
IED
ICJ
IDP
EAO
JMC
KDA
KIA
KNDP
KNLA
KNPP
KNU
MMT
MNDAA
NCA
NLD
NMSP
NSCN-K
RCSS
SNA
SSA-N
SSA-S
SSPP
TNLA
UNWFP
UNWHO
USDP
UWSA
WSR
ZCD

Arakan Army
Arakan Liberation Party
Arakan National Party
Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army
Democracy and Human Rights Party
Independent Commission of Enquiry
Improvised Explosive Device
International Court of Justics
Internally Displaced Person
Ethnic Armed Organization
Joint Monitoring Committee
Kachin Defense Army
Kachin Independence Army
Karen National Democratic Party
Karen National Liberation Army
Karenni National Progressive Party
Karen National Union
Myanmar Time
Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army
National Ceasefire Agreement
National League for Democracy
New Mon State Party
National Socialist Council of Nagaland-Khaplang
Restoration Council of Shan State
Shanni Nationalities Army
Shan State Army – North
Shan State Army – South
Shan State Progressive Party
Ta’ang National Liberation Army
United Nations World Food Programme
United Nations World Health Organization
Union Solidarity Development Party
United Wa State Army
Weekly Security Review
Zomi Congress for Democracy
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Annex 1: Security incidents in Rakhine State
N°

Date

1.
26
August
2.

3.

28
August

4.

29
August

31
August

Incident

A villager from Shan Ywa village was killed at
22:00 in the outskirts of the town, during the
Kyauktaw
curfew. The Tatmadaw claims he was a member
Township
of the AA and was signalling with a torch when he
was shot.
One woman was killed and 2 others wounded by
Kyauktaw
an artillery shell in Ah Pauk Wa village.
Township
Tatmadaw’s Infantry Division 22, from Light
Infantry Battalion 205 reportedly fired this shell.
A university student was beaten by some soldiers
in Pyin Wa village, as they suspected him to be a
Ann
member of the AA. Facing the outrage of local
Township
villagers, Tatmadaw officers visited the victim’s
house to apologize and offer a compensation.
a 64 year-old man was wounded when artillery
Rathedaung shell fall down nearby his house in Nga San Baw
Township
village. Some locals accused Myanmar Artillery
based from the town shot the artillery.

Kyauktaw
Township

5.

6.

Place

A food seller from Kyauk Gu Su village was shot
by the Tatmadaw. Severely wounded, he could
not be transported to a hospital, reportedly
because of Covid-19-related restrictions and
passed away.

A 17 years old villager in Zay Di Pyin village was
Rathedaung
wounded by an artillery shell. The origin of the
Township
shell is still unknown.
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Annex 2: Conflict in Shan State
N°

Date

Place

1

27 August

Mong Hsat
Township

2

29 August

Tangyan
Township

3

29 August

Lashio Township

4

31 August

5

1 September

Northern Shan
State

Lashio Township

Event
Military tension has increased
between the Myanmar Army and
RCSS/SSA-S. The Tatmadaw is
pushing the EAO to withdraw from a
base in Loi Kaw Wang village.
Fighting broke out for two hours
between Myanmar Army Infantry
Division no.22 and the Myanmar
National Democratic Alliance Army
(MNDAA) near the villages of Mang
Mak and Hpa Hpik villages. The
Myanmar Army called in helicopter
support.
One villager from Hpa Line village was
killed by Myanmar Army, according to
the victim family.
Fighting broke out in Mogok,
Namkham and Lashio Townships
between the Tatmadaw and the TNLA.
Those clashes took place 10 days
after the end of the 4th Panglong
Peace Conference, to which TNLA
refused to participate.
Over 200 local people from Pang
Kham, Nammaw and Pang Sam
villages took refuge in a Lashio
monastery. They reported that the
TNLA is conducting forced recruitment
campaign in their villages.
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Annex 3: drugs seizures in Myanmar from 27 August to 2
September 2020
N°

State/Region

Township

Seizure

Value

Remarks

1

Kachin State

Shwegu
Township

396 gram
heroin 28,500
pills

117 M MMK (85,000$)

1 person arrested

2

Mandalay Region

Pyin Oo Lwin
Township

9,900 pills

19 M MMK (13,900 $)

1 person arrested

Mandalay Region

Patheingyi
Township

585 M MMK (428,000 $)

6 people arrested

4

Eastern Shan
State

Tachileik
Township

15 M MMK (10,900 $)

1 person arrested

5

Mandalay Region

Pyin Oo Lwin
Township

3

Date

27
August

117,000 pills

10,000 pills

5,700 pills
234 M MMK (170,000 $)
2.2 kilo heroin

1 person arrested

6

Yangon Region

Yankin
Township

7,585 pills

22 M MMK (16,000 $)

3 people arrested

7

Southern Shan
State

Kunhing
Township

1,600 kilo
methamphetam
ine (ice)

32 billion MMK (23 million
$)

ownerless

1,730 pills

1.7 M MMK (1,200 $)

1 person arrested

28
August

Southern Shan
State

8

Nyaungshwe
Township

9

Southern Shan
State

Hopong
Township

200,000 pills

200 M MMK (146,000 $)

1 person arrested

10

Northern Shan
State

Mongmit
Township

6,400 pills

12 M MMK (8,700 $)

1 person arrested

11

Mandalay Region

Pyin Oo Lwin
Township

8.8 kilo heroin

616 M MMK (451,000 $)

11 people arrested

Eastern Shan
State

Mong Phyat
Township

8,850 pills

8.8 M MMK (6,400 $)

1 person arrested

Sagaing Region

Pinlebu
Township

3,900 pills

19 M MMK (13,900 $)

1 person arrested

14

Sagaing Region

Kalay Township

200,000 pills

600 M MMK (439,000 $)

10 people arrested

15

Sagaing Region:

Katha
Township

151 M MMK (110,000 $)

2 people arrested

29
August
12

13

16

30
August

31
August

Tanintharyi
Region

Myeik
Township

17,480 pills
642 kilo heroin
9,850 pills

29 M MMK (21,000 $)
2 people arrested

9,750 pills
Patheingyi
17

Mandalay Region

19 M MMK (13,000 $)

1 person arrested

Township
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Southern Shan
State

18

Mong Kung

12,000 liter
hydrochloric
acid

120 M MMK (87,000 $)

2 people arrested

Township

19

Northern Shan
State

Mongmit
Township

18,000 pills

18 M MMK (13,000$)

2 people arrested

20

Kachin State

Mohnyin
Township

313 gram
heroin

21 M MMK (15,000$)

1 person arrested

Eastern Shan
State

Tachileik
Township

1,790 pills

1.7 M. MMK (1,200 $)

1 person arrested

21

1 Sept.

Disclaimer
This safety and security review for EXERA clients only. The information in this report is
intended to inform and advise; any mitigation implemented as a result of this information is
the responsibility of the client. The contents of this report are subject to copyright and must
not be reproduced without approval from EXERA.
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