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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Covid -19 pandemic
When EXERA released its latest Weekly Security Review (WSR), the figure for 5
August at 08:00 hrs was 356 confirmed cases since the beginning of the epidemic, i.e.
5 new cases more than the previous week. As of 12 August, at 8:00 Hrs, 361 confirmed
cases have been reported, i.e. 5 new cases in the last week. All of them were
repatriated from abroad: 4 people from India and 1 from US.
On 12 August, the government increased the maximum number of people allowed in
a public gathering from 15 to 30. The current set of precautionary measures is
supposed to expire on 15 August, but it may very well be extended until the end of the
month.
Internal Conflict
▪

▪
▪
▪
▪

In Rakhine State, the relative resumption of the conflict noticed since early
August continued, with skirmishes in Rathedaung, Paletwa, Buthidaung,
Maungdaw and Kyauktaw. This slight resumption can be interpreted as a way
to increase the pressure in the run-up to the Panglong Conference.
The 4th edition of 21st Century Panglong Conference will take place from 19 to
21 August will all the EAOs of Myanmar, except the Arakan Army.
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, the commander-in-chief, criticized Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi for not convening the National Defence and Security Council.
The Kyaukphyu SEZ project progressed forward, with the creation of the
China/Myanmar joint venture tasked with building it.
4 people were sentenced to 35 year in jail for alleged participation to the August
2019 attacks against the Pyin Oo Lwin Military Technological Academy in
August 2019.

Myanmar General Elections
▪
▪
▪
▪

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi made her first visit to Coco island where NLD lost in
last election.
U Than Htay, the chairman of USDP will seek election in Zayarthiri township of
Naypyidaw.
U Shwe Mann, former speaker of Lower House will not run personally in 2020
election. Instead, he will focus on the campaign of his Union Betterment Party.
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi expressed her frustration at the 200,000 errors featured
in the voter list on display.
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INTERNAL CONFLICT
Main incidents
Rakhine State
Based on our monitoring of news outlets, reliable social media accounts and informers
on the ground, we could count 10 main incidents in Rakhine State during the reporting
period (fig. 1):
1) 5 August, Paletwa Township: Arakan Army (AA) attacked at least three artillery
bases of Myanmar Army between Myanmar-Bangladesh border points 825 and
982. About 15 Myanmar Army members were reportedly killed.
2) 6 August, Buthidaung Township: 80 villagers in Ta Ra Gu fled from their village
when a clash Myanmar Army and AA broke out nearby.
3) 7 August, Rathedaung Township: AA attacked a military vehicle near Zay Di
Pyin. Myanmar security forces searched the village for members of the AA.
4) 7 August, Maungdaw Township: a car driver and his passenger were wounded
near Inn Din, when their car was shot by unknown armed men around 19:00
hrs.
5) 7 August, Mrauk-U Township: a resident of Pu Zun Hpe village was arrested by
Myanmar Army Light Infantry Battalion 377 for suspected links with the AA. On
10 August, his dead body was handed back to his family, featuring numerous
injuries. His family believe he was tortured to death, while the Tatmadaw
reported he was shot when attempting to escape during interrogation
6) 8 August, Myebon Township: a villager from Thone Pat Chaing village (Pauktaw
Township) was arrested at a Myanmar Army checkpoint for alleged ties with the
AA. He was riding a bus, on his way to China for work.
7) 9 August, Kyauktaw Township: a police officer was wounded during a clash
between Myanmar security forces and AA on the highway near Ah Pauk Wa
village. 50 local residents, including women, were arrested by the Myanmar
Army for investigation.
8) 9 August, Ann Township: three medics were arrested by Myanmar Army in Tha
Byu Chaing village as they were suspected of having link with AA. Two of them
were released, but one is still detained.
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9) 10 August, Ponnagyun Township: members of the AA abducted five members
of the rival Arakan Liberation Party (ALP) in Di Par Yon village. Members of
ALP have already been abducted and even killed by AA.
10) 11 August, Maungdaw Township: a local man identified as a member of Arakan
Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) was arrested by the authorities in Ngar Khu
Ya. He was accused of taking part in attacking and burning down the villages
during the violence in 2017.

Figure 1: Main security incidents in Rakhine State from 6 to 12 August.
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Shan State
In Shan State, the main incidents were the following:
1) 5 August, Muse Township: a skirmish broke out between the Myanmar Army
and the Restoration Council of Shan State / Shan State Army South
(RCSS/SSA-S) during a raid against timber trafficking. 49 tons of illegally-cut
teakwood were seized on the Myanmar-China border.
2) 5 August, Kutkai Township: Ta’ang rights groups asked Kachin Independence
Army (KIA) to release a 16 years old girl arrested since 26 July. The KIA wanted
to arrest her father for leaving the armed organization after 10 years of service.
As he went into hiding, the KIA arrested his daughter as a way to pressure him.
3) 10 August, Muse Township: a man who had been missing since 31 July was
found dead. His body was found buried in the ground with his hand tied. The
circumstances of his death are still unclear. Several EAOs and militias operate
in Muse Township.

Kachin State
In Kachin State, the reporting period was marked by tax extortion accusations against
the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) in Hpakant, the jade mining hub of Myanmar.
According to investigative media, shops and restaurants have to pay 400,000 ($290)
to 2 million kyats ($ 1,460) a year, based on their size. Jade traders have to pay 4
million kyats ($2900). Such a system remains in place in spite of the economic
hardships due to Covid-19.

Kayin State
In Kayin State, the news are still dominated by the aftermath of the killing of a Kayin
woman by 2 Tatmadaw soldiers on 16 July. On 7 August, three people who had been
arrested during a march demanding justice were released in Shwegyin Township. That
release came after negotiations between the Tatmadaw and the Karen National Union
(KNU).
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Analysis and comment
Nationwide
The 4th edition of the 21st Century Panglong Conference will be held from 19 to 21
August. It will gather the 10 EAOs which signed the 2015 National Ceasefire
Agreement, but also 7 EAOs which are yet to sign it:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Kachin Independence Army (KIA)
Karenni National Progressive Party (KNPP)
Shan State Progress Party (SSPP)
United Wa State Army (UWSA)
National Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA)
Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA)
and Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA)

Each group will be represented by 2 delegates. One major absent will be the Arakan
Army, labelled terrorist organization on March 2020. As a result, the members of the
Federal Political Negotiation Consultative Committee (FPNCC), the negotiation bloc
comprising most non-signatories EAOs held a meeting on 12 August to decide
whether they should attend the conference in the absence of the AA. The Tatmadaw’s
stance towards AA will probably remain a conflictual issue in the near future.
On 7 August, in an interview with Russian media Politic Magazine, Snr General Min
Aung Hlaing criticized Daw Aung San Suu Kyi – without mentioning her directly - for
not convening the National Defense and Security Council (NDSC) since NLD took the
office. The 11-member NSDC is made of the top members of the Government, the
Army and the Parliament; under the NLD, 5 of its members have come from the civilian
branch and 6 from the military. This domination of the military may be the reason why
the NLD is reluctant to convene it. According to Snr General Min Aung Hlaing, the NLD
makes decision alone, and this is dangerous; he added that the country would have
enjoyed more stability if the decisions were made with NDSC.
Rakhine State
On 5 August, a lawmaker from Rakhine State asked the parliament to stop the
Myanmar Army from fighting with AA in populated areas. The speaker of the Lower
House replied that this initiative could not be progressed forward, as neither the
Myanmar Army nor the AA is under the control of the Myanmar Government. This was
not the first time a Rakhine lawmaker attempted to stop the fighting in Rakhine. The
comment by the Parliament speaker (supported by the NLD) that the Myanmar Army
is not under government control is important. It comes ahead of 21st Century Panglong
Conference as well as 2020 election campaign. It can be seen as a move from NLD
to distant itself from Tatmadaw and remind the Army of its responsibilities.
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On 6 August, a court in Yangon made the decision to press charges against the sister
of Tun Myat Naing, AA army chief, as well as her husband, under the Counterterrorism Law. The couple was arrested at Yangon International Airport in October
2019. Tun Myat Naing’s own wife and children were granted asylum by Switzerland in
February 2020.
On the ground, the reporting period saw a relative decrease of fighting in Rathedaung
Township, which was the focal point of violence in the last few weeks, with frequent
and heavy clashes. Meanwhile, lower-intensity skirmishes broke out in several
townships of the State: Paletwa, which was relatively quiet in June-July and where
tension has been increasing since early August; Ah Pauk Wa area (Kyauktaw
Township), an AA stronghold which has been the scene of frequent fighting since the
beginning of the conflict; this is all the more concerning as this village is located on the
main Yangon-Sittwe Highway; Ann Township, where Dar Let village tract is virtually
under Tatmadaw siege.
The increasing tension that could be observed in the last two weeks should be
interpreted in the light of the upcoming Panglong Conference: the Tatmadaw may be
willing to remind the AA and other EAOs that it’s the one which calls the shots and that
it has all the resources to step up the pressure on armed groups if it wills. On the other
hands, it may also be a move from the AA, a reminder that the Panglong Conference
will be held without the key EAO in 2020 Myanmar.
Tension can be expected to remain high until the end of the Conference, or even late
August. However, one might expect it to decrease afterwards: the rainy season makes
operations challenging for both parties; heavy conflict may result in the cancellation of
the 8 November elections, which would not benefit the AA, as Rakhine parties are
slated to fare well.
The lives of civilians are affected largely by the ongoing conflicts in Rakhine both
directly and indirectly. In 39 villages of Rathedaung Township, 13,000 acres of paddy
fields cannot be farmed as fighting continues in those areas. In Mrauk-U Township,
over 2,000 IDPs from Pi Pin Yin camp are relying solely on the support of World Food
Program (WFP) for food supply, as they have not received any support from Ministry
of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement.
Arrests remain very regular and sometimes tainted with human rights abuses
accusations, as shown in the case of a Mrauk-U villager who died in detention during
the reporting period. On 6 August, The Rakhine State Human Rights Defenders Group
(EHCR) also sent a letter to the Myanmar National Human Rights Commission
(MNHRC) about two Rakhine boys who were arrested by the Tatmadaw in Myebon
Township in October 2019 and whose whereabouts are still unknown.
On another note, the Myanmar Investment Commission approved on 6 August the
joint venture between the Chinese company CITIC Myanmar Port Investment Limited
and the Myanmar government-backed Kyaukphyu Special Economic Zone
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Management Committee. This is an additional step towards the implementation of the
controversial Kyaukphyu SEZ, opposed by many residents of Rakhine State. This
project will be critical and its implementation will cast light on the relation between
China and the AA, which is complex and evolutive.
Shan State
The 5 August clash between RCSS/SSA-S in Muse Township over teakwood
trafficking is one more evidence of a trend that could be observed since mid-June:
since the end of violent clashes between the Tatmadaw and the Northern Alliance in
mid-June, the RCSS/SSA-S is stepping up as the most active EAO in Northern Shan
State. It involves very visibly in illegal economic activities, such as tax extortion and
trafficking. On 6 August, it also arrested a drug user in Namhsan Township, thereby
asserting its political power onto a historically TNLA-controlled area.
Once again, this trend may be interpreted in the light of the upcoming Panglong
Conference. The RCSS/SSA-S has been at odds with the peace process for more
than 18 months, pointing out the slow progress of the negotiations and the inflexibility
of the Tatmadaw. Although it is a signatory of the 2015 NCA, those recent moves may
be a threat to withdraw from the agreement and a way to prompt the authorities to
accelerate the negotiations.
On 11 August, a court in Pyin Oo Lwin sentenced 4 people to 35 years in prison for
the violent attack against the Myanmar Army Technological Academy school in midAugust 2019. This attack, as well as other clashes on the highway between Pyin Oo
Lwin and Naungcho, came to a shock to the Tatmadaw and disrupted the activity in
Northern Shan State for several days. It was led by the Brotherhood Alliance (TNLA,
AA, and MNDAA). The Brotherhood Alliance stated that those 4 people were not
members of the coalition.

Assessment and recommendations
In Rakhine State, tension has somehow increased in the last two weeks as 21st
Century Panglong is drawing closer; punctual clashes have resumed in Southern Chin
State as well. Travel by road should be avoided at all cost. Even major towns’ outskirts
have become high-risk areas, as clashes in Kyauktaw Township has showed.
Awareness and vigilance should be priority before planning or performing any
activities.
In Northern Shan State, tension has somehow receded, but the situation remains
uncertain, especially in Kyaukme, Kutkai and Muse areas. The risk is therefore
assessed as very high.
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Social Stability
On 6 August, about 600 workers of Vince Myanmar protested in South Dagon
Township (Yangon Region) following the statement of the company that, in case of
temporary closure, the workers would be paid 1920 kyats a day instead of 4800 kyats.
Myanmar Infrastructure, Craft and Service Labour Organisation (MICS) promised to
mediate the negotiation between the company and the employees the next day. The
protests of employees are likely to increase in the future as the factories and
companies face more difficulties to earn profit amid the Covid-19 pandemic.
On 6 August, Myanmar lawyers elected and replaced four new members of Bar
Council for the first time in 30 years. The newly elected members will take prominent
roles in reforming the judiciary system. In the last 30 years, the Bar Council members
were chosen by the Chief Justice. The 4 members newly elected are strong supporters
of the NLD government.
On 11 August, 3 residents of Patheingyi Township (Mandalay Region) were brought
out to court for trial. They were arrested on 24 and 25 March 2020 after a protest
against a cement factory project in Aungthabyay village; on that day, a brawl had
broken out between protesters and police, and the police fired into the crowd, injuring
several people. This incident is illustrative of the tension and the potential violence of
social conflict in Myanmar, and an incentive to prevent and mitigate this risk.
On 12 August morning, a small ceremony of the 70th Karen Martyr Day was held in
front of Mahabandula Park in spite of the authorities’ prohibition. Three candidates to
the position Kayin Minister of Ethnic Affairs of Yangon Region in 2020 election were
present. Two organizers of the ceremony were arrested by the police and the
ceremony was stopped. The two organizers are now facing a lawsuit for violating the
Peaceful Assembly and Peaceful Procession Law.
The reporting period was also marked by the controversy over a 14-minute clip
released by artist Yone Lay. Its main focus is country unity; however, some activists
and netizens criticized it for praising the role of the Army. Although Yone Lay has since
then deleted the video, debate remains emotional.
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ELECTION WATCH
On 8 November 2020, Myanmar will hold its general elections. In Myanmar, the
general elections take place every five years. The 37 million of Myanmar voters
choose their representatives at the Upper House and Lower House of the
Parliament1. According to the 2008 Constitution, on top of those elected members,
those two chambers comprise 25 % of MPs directly appointed by the SeniorGeneral of the Tatmadaw. The Constitution can be amended only if more than
75 % of the MPs agree for it, which gives the Army a decisive veto.
The elected and appointed members of the two chambers (664 members) elect the
President of the Republic. The latter is therefore not elected directly by the
Myanmar citizens, but indirectly, through the Parliament.
The two main parties in Myanmar are the National League for Democracy (NLD),
led by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and the Union Solidarity and Development Party
(USDP), a military-aligned party which used to rule the country from 2011 to 2016.
In 2015, the NLD won 78 % of the elected seats nationwide. However, because of
the 25 % of military appointed in the Parliament, this landslide results in 59 % of
the total seats.
97 parties ready to contest the 2020 elections; 79 will run nationwide, 18 will focus
on one specific State or Regions. NLD is not expected to fare as good as in 2015,
and observers consider it is very unlikely to get the majority at the Parliament. It
will therefore have to make alliances, possibly with ethnic parties, which may have
a decisive influence in the next tenure.

During the reporting period, U Than Htay, the chairman for Union Solidarity and
Development Party (USDP), announced on 5 August that he would contest a Lower
House seat in Zayarthiri Township, in Nay Pyi Daw. In 2015, he ran in his home
township of Myanaung (Ayeyarwaddy Region) but lost to an NLD. The USDP
acknowledged that his candidature in a Tatmadaw stronghold was a strategy to
guarantee his victory. This might show that the USDP is not overly confident for this
poll, and that it seeks symbolic, secured victories.

1

They also cast their votes for regional functions: their representative at their respective Regional/State
Parliament; their representative at the municipal level ; ethnic minorities can elect their representatives in the
regional government if their ethnic group accounts for more than 0.1 % of the regional population. In SelfAdministered Zones (SAZ), people also elect the local administrators.

11 of 27

COMMERCIAL-IN-CONFIDENCE

The Union Election commission (UEC) was also at the centre of the action during the
reporting period. On 5 August, it announced that 6.6 million people had checked the
voters list since 25 July, and that more than 200,000 mistakes had been reported. Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi publicly expressed her frustration about the lagging issue of voters
list, which have marred the voting process since 2015. The voters list issue is
especially severe in 15 villages and wards of Rakhine State (in Buthidaung, Kyauktaw,
Mrauk-U, Minbya and Ann Townships), where voter lists could not be displayed at all
due to the security context. The UEC also intervened on 5 August, when it urged
political parties running in Pathein Township (Ayeyarwady Region) not to post their
election candidate lists on social media before UEC’s confirmation for their eligibility.
The UEC also announced that more than 600 polling stations would be moved out of
military barracks, in order for military to cast their votes in public voting stations.
On the NLD side, Aung San Suu Kyi made her first visit to Coco Islands, in the Bay of
Bengal, where her party lost in 2015. This visit, which took place on 6 August, drew a
lot of attention, 90 days away from the elections. On 8 August, U Htay Aung, an
independent candidate and electoral rival of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi in Kawhmu
Township, accused NLD of using international support for campaign, referring to the
donation of Covid-19 funds by NLD members in a way that was criticized as politicallyoriented by some observers. NLD denied his accusation and will take legal action
against him. In Rakhine State, the NLD eventually managed to field candidates in the
12 last constituencies it struggled to populate. As a result, NLD will field candidates in
all the constituencies for State Parliament, Union Upper and Lower Houses.
Another major news was also the announcement by U Shwe Mann that he would not
run personally in those elections, instead focusing on his party’s performance. The
Union Betterment Party will run 80 % constituencies of the country. Although its
performance remains unsure, its leader and its budget already position it as a major
party.
Meanwhile, on 7 August, former police captain Moe Yan Naing confirmed that he will
contest in Khin-U Township as independent candidate. He got the national spotlight
when he testified in court that the police framed two Reuters journalists who reported
the killing of Bengali/Rohingya people by Myanmar Army.
In Rakhine State, the Muslim-led Democracy and Human Rights Party (DHRP)
submitted application for six candidates in Sittwe and Maungdaw Districts. In 2015,
the candidates of DHRP were rejected as UEC did not allow white-card holders
(national identity card for associate citizens or naturalized citizens) to run in election.
In Kayin State, the Karen National Union (KNU) stated on 11 August it would not allow
the elections in Thandaunggyi Township. UEC will enter into negotiation with KNU. If
the negotiation fails, the election will need to be postponed.
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In Kayah State, two ethnic parties, the Kayah State Democratic Party (KySDP) and
the Kayan National Party (KNP) agreed not to compete in the same townships, thereby
avoiding vote dispersion. The former will run for 30 seats, the latter for 4 seats. This
move illustrates a deep trend for those elections: ethnic parties either merge or
coordinate to collect more vote and avoid dispersion. This move, combined with a
widespread disappointment towards NLD in ethnic areas, may allow ethnic parties to
fare well in the November elections.
The reporting period was also marked by the “no vote” campaign launched on social
media by the All Burma Federation of Student Unions. The organization claims that no
election under 2008 constitution can produce a democratic government. This initiative
was criticized by most political parties, who stating that not voting would amount to
moving back to dictatorship. Concurrently, the All Burma Federation of Trade Unions,
stated that its members would not vote, because they do not believe in elections to
bring change anymore. Those trends should be monitored, as they can point to a
growing wariness towards politics.

TRANSPORTATION
Main Incidents
Based on our monitoring of Myanmar media and social media, there were 8 main traffic
accidents during the reporting period, killing 12 people and injuring 43 others (figure.
2). The most remarkable accident was in Shwepyitha Township, Yangon Region
where a bus and a truck crashed, leaving 6 people dead and 34 others injured. As
usual, Yangon-Mandalay Highway featured high casualties figures: 3 out of the 7 main
accidents took place on it, killing 2 people and injuring 8 others.
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Figure 2: Main car accidents in Myanmar from 6 to 12 August.

Comments and recommendations
Road accidents are a major risk in Myanmar, and one has to be extremely careful. The
Yangon – Mandalay Highway is especially dangerous. In 2019, there was a total of
524 accidents on that road, killing 108 people and injuring 1,019 others. As of 31 July
2020, 320 accidents had happened since the beginning of the year, killing 57 people
and injuring 543 others. Among other risks, Yangon – Mandalay highway is made of
cement, which is known to wear out tyres much faster than macadam. If you often
drive on that road, monitor closely the wear and tear of your tyres. It is suggested to
check your vehicle with a competent technician before travelling on the highway.
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Accidents are even more frequent during rainy season. Assess road and climate
conditions before starting your trip. The rainfall can make the roads more slippery and
leave the tyres less durables.
As a rule, avoid speeding, even on good roads. Keep your distances, keep clear from
motorbikes and be careful of light vehicles or cattle on the road. Do not assume other
drivers have a good command of their vehicles, the right reflexes and know the traffic
rules. Make sure to use properly-trained drivers and well-maintained vehicles. Always
fasten your seat belt.
At night, keep in mind that many vehicles, especially motorbikes, drive without any
light; drive slowly and be extremely cautious.

CRIME
Main Incidents
Based on the main Myanmar media, notable crimes since the last report include:
(1) 7 August – Pantanaw Township, Ayeyarwaddy Region: a CB bank branch in
Pantanaw was robbed by a middle-aged man. The bank robber was wielding a
gun; nobody was injured. The thief escaped on a motorcycle with 12 million
kyats (8,500 USD). His identity remains unknown and is still missing.
(2) 9 August – Mandalay Region: an investigation was launched into the death of
two teens at Mandalay Youth School, a detention centre for juvenile offenders.
Those two teenagers died with the bruises and they were reportedly beaten
after an escape attempt.
(3) 9 August – Madaya Township, Mandalay Region: a man was found dead with
a knife injury on his neck. The offender is not identified yet and at large.
(4) 9 August – Bokale Township, Ayeyarwaddy Region: a man, accused of theft,
was arrested by the police and, three days later, was pronounced dead on the
hospital. The death is reportedly because of the torture during the police
investigation.
(5) 10 August – Kamayut Township, Yangon Region: a man was robbed at his own
apartment by four people, who are still at large.
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Comments and recommendations
As a rule, take the usual precautions: do not carry large amounts of cash; be cautious
when you withdraw money at the bank or when you step out of a money changer;
avoid ostentatious displays of wealth in a public area; avoid routine times and routine
routes in the matter of going-out from your apartment or house. We encourage you to
be extremely careful when travelling, especially in industrial zones and poor
neighbourhoods: keep your doors locked, make sure you are not followed, attract
attention or take shelter if you have any doubt.
If you run a business, be especially careful about your valuable storage and
transportation. EXERA can provide a wide range of solutions to preserve your assets.

TRAFFICKING
Main incidents
During the reporting period, Myanmar authorities announced 25 seizures of illegal
drugs, mainly methamphetamine, amphetamine, heroin and raw opium (figure 3). A
total of 45 people was arrested from those seizures, which mostly took place in Eastern
Shan, Karen, and Mon States, as well as Sagaing and Mandalay regions. Significant
amount of drugs were also intercepted in Northern Shan State, especially near the
boundary between Shan State and Mandalay Region. During the reporting period, the
biggest seizure was in Waw Lay Township (Karen State), where 775 kgs of
methamphetamine, worth of 9.8 billion kyat (7.2 M$) were captured. A detailed list of
the seizures can be found in annex.
On another note, Myanmar authorities reported 72 cases of human trafficking since
the beginning of the year. In total, 111 people fell victim to trafficking networks.
It was also learnt that the authorities had seized almost 60 tons of contraband wood
in Bago region during the last week of July. The Bago Yoma hill range is a hotspot of
illegal logging.

Comments and recommendations
Do not indulge in any drug-related activities in Myanmar, even for recreational and
private purpose. It is against the law and can yield every heavy sentences. Northern,
Eastern Shan State, as well as Rakhine State are major drug hubs; this can result in
violent disputes between traffickers or violent arrests. Extra precaution should be
taken when visiting those areas.
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Figure 3: Main drugs seizures in Myanmar from 6 to 12 August 2020.
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ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARDS
Earthquakes
Main incidents
Myanmar is located on the active Sagaing seismic fault line and is therefore vulnerable
to earthquakes. Since our previous report on 5 August 2020, 4 earthquakes have been
measured. Out of them, 2 incidents were occurred in Sagaing Region in less than 24
hours (figure 4). No fatality, injury or major damage has been reported.

Figure 4: Main earthquakes in Myanmar from 6 to 12 August.
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Comments and recommendations
Be aware that Myanmar is a seismic country and prepare yourself accordingly. Try to
settle down your accommodation or your office in recent, well-built buildings. Adapt
the common earthquakes reaction tips to your environment. Keep a survival kit at
home and in your office, within reach. Spread those instructions to your family and in
your work environment.

Fire breakouts
Main incidents
Based on the main Myanmar media, we could count 4 main fire breakouts during the
reporting period.
N°

Date and time

Location

Event

Casualties and
damages

1.

8 August,
3.00 hr

Thaketa Township,
Yangon Region

A car with
petroleum
container on fire

-

8 August,
3.50 hr
9 August,
18.00 hr
11 Agust,
18.

Thaketa Township,

House fire

-

Danai Township,
Kachin State

House fire

-

Lawksawk Township, Shan
State

House fire

-

2.
3.
4.

Yangon Region

Comments and recommendations
Myanmar legal system may hold you responsible for accidental fire and yield heavy
sentences. It is therefore necessary to take precautions. Make sure your office or your
accommodation comply to satisfactory electric norms and are fitted with a fire alarm;
make sure they have a proper and clear evacuation route; equip yourself with fireextinguishing devices; be extremely careful when dealing with candles.

Natural disasters
Current situation
On 10 August, DMH announced that a low-pressure area in the Bay of Bengal can
cause heavy rainfall in Rakhine, Mon, Kayin States and Tanintharyi Region between
10 and 15 August. It is also warned that the low pressure can also affect Kachin State
and Sagaing Region.
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Last week, between 1 and 8 August, eight sates regions witnessed heavy rainfall and
several incidents of landslide and flood were reported in those regions, displacing
more than 60,000 to 196 relief camps. The aftermath of that episode extended during
the reporting period.
▪

▪

6 August – Kalay Township, Chin State: the Kalay-Tedim road was blocked in
the evening due to landslides. The road reopened on 7 August morning for
small vehicles. Landslide did significant damage to the road and will need more
reparation in the future.
10 August – Paung Township, Mon State: heavy rainfall and strong wind made
damage to 25 houses.

Recommendations
We recommend our clients to avoid any travel to and inside of flood-affected regions.
If you have to, remain extremely careful. Do not get too close to the riverbank and
mountain slope; do not ride boats; do not say in low-lying areas, hotels or restaurants;
do not circulate on elevated dykes and embankments, since some of them have been
fragilized and may collapse. Moreover, some roads may be cut by floods; do not
attempt to cross them on your own. During and aftermath of the rainfall or strong wind,
stay away from the water as it can be electrocuted if the wires were cut and fallen to
the water. It is also recommended to wear long rubber shoes to protect from the
snakes especially if you live in an area with bushes and trees.
The floods are usually followed by mosquito-transmitted diseases, diarrhoea and food
poisoning. We encourage to take necessary precautions for those illnesses and
diseases as well.

Health Hazards
Current situation
The sanitary situation in Myanmar is still dominated by the Covid-19 pandemic. When
EXERA released its latest Weekly Security Review (WSR), the figure for 5 August at
08:00 hrs was 356 confirmed cases since the beginning of the epidemic, i.e. 5 new
cases more than the previous week. As of 12 August, at 8:00 Hrs, 361 confirmed cases
have been reported since the beginning of the epidemic, i.e. 5 new cases in the last
week. All of them were repatriated from abroad: 4 people from India and 1 from the
US.
MoHS statistics indicate that the number of positive patients went through a sustained
growth in the first 3 weeks of April, before reaching a plateau (figure 5). Since midMay, the increase of new figures has been chiefly driven by imported cases: as of 12
August, Myanmar has not recorded any local case for 25 consecutive days, since mid20 of 27
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July. All the cases imported from abroad are detected in quarantine centres. The high
amount of people tested positive while in quarantine suggests that quarantine facilities
themselves may be active clusters. This raises the question as to whether quarantine
facilities can efficiently contain the epidemic.
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Figure 5: Total Covid-19 cases in Myanmar since the beginning of Covid-19 pandemic. Source: MoHS

More than 200,000 Myanmar nationals have been repatriated from abroad since the
beginning of the crisis. Many of them are from Thailand: since 1st May, almost 62,000
people have crossed the Thai border in Myawaddy. Repatriation was also operated by
flight: as of 12 August (20.00 hr), Myanmar had repatriated a total of 10,482 people by
special relief flights. Because of the limited number and capacity of quarantine
facilities, the number of repatriates who can be flown back to Myanmar is now limited
at 700 per week. In August, around 1800 repatriates will return home by relief flight.
As of 11 August 2020, at 20:00 hrs, MoHS has tested a total of 129,970 people since
the beginning of the epidemic. Since the publication of the latest WSR, 10,697 people
have been tested, i.e. an average of 1528 per day. At the beginning of the epidemic,
Myanmar was notorious for its very low number of tests, as it did not have any suitable
testing lab; since then, it has increased its capacities, with 5 labs and more systematic
testing. In July, the MoHS minister stated that 58 % of Covid-19 cases detected in the
country were asymptomatic, which emphasizes the importance of sustained sanitary
measures.
We suggest being careful of the distinction between:
- the total number of patients since the beginning of the pandemic, which combines
active cases, deaths and discharged patients. It is the commonly-used and oft-quoted
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metric. As of 12 August at 20:00 hrs, a total of 361 people have been contaminated in
the country, out of whom 253 in Yangon Region (i.e. 70 %).
- the current number of active patients, which is the immediate risk indicator. As of 12
August, at 20:00 hrs, there were 37 active patients in the country, out of whom 29 in
Yangon Region (i.e. 78%).
In Yangon, the main clusters (as of 12 August, 7.00 hr) are:

Township
Insein
Hlaing
Botahtaung
Mayangone
Kamayut
Dagon Myothit (South)
South Okkalapa
Dagon Myothit (North)
Tamwe
Bahan

Number of cases since
the beginning of the
epidemic
52
25
22
20
17
15
13
12
10
10

Number of cases for
10,000 inhabitants
1.70
1.56
5.37
1.00
2.01
0.40
3.2
0.26
0.61
1.03

It must be noted that the high number of patients in Hlaing, Botahtaung, Mayangone,
Dagon Myothit North and South Townships is mainly ascribable to returnees flown
back to Myanmar from abroad and tested positive while in quarantine. In other words,
they did not live in their home townships when they got infected.
Outside of Yangon Region, the most affected States/Regions of Myanmar since the
beginning of the epidemic are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Kayin State, with 26 cases, mostly due to returnees from Thailand
Rakhine State with 15 cases
Chin State with 11 cases
Sagaing Region with 9 cases
Bago (West) Region with 10 cases

The set of preventive decisions that had been made by the authorities in March and April
had already been extended several times (15 May, 28 May and 12 June and 13 July). On
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29 July evening, it was again extended until 15 August. Following are the rules that are
still in place:
▪
▪
▪

▪

The curfew is imposed from midnight to 04.00 hrs.
Wearing facial mask in public spaces remains compulsory.
Outside of work or education environments, gatherings are restricted. Apart
several weeks at 5 people maximum at the same time, this threshold was
increased to 15 in early August. On 12 August, it was revised again to 30 people,
with effect on Sunday 16 August.
International commercial flight will remain suspended until 31 August

Comments and recommendations
Although the epidemic seems to be receding in Myanmar, precaution level should
remain high. Indeed, other countries, especially in Latin America and Africa, are yet to
reach the contamination peak, while the epidemic bounces back in some Asian and
European countries. On 30 June, a doctor who had been tested positive on Tachileik
(Shan State) in April and declared cured in May was tested positive again to Covid19.
We advise you to carefully follow the official instruction and orders: abide by the
curfew rules, from midnight to 4 am, and wear facial mask in public spaces. Since 15
May, more than 1,700 people have been sanctioned in Mandalay for failing to wear
face mask. They have to buy a pair of masks for 5,000 MMK.
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS
AA: Arakan Army
ALP: Arakan Liberation Party
ANP: Arakan National Party
ARSA: Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army
DHRP: Democracy and Human Rights Party
ICOE: Independent Commission of Enquiry
IED: Improvised Explosive Device
ICJ: International Court of Justics
IDP: Internally Displaced Person
EAO: Ethnic Armed Organization
JMC: Joint Monitoring Committee
KDA: Kachin Defense Army
KIA: Kachin Independence Army
KNDP: Karen National Democratic Party
KNLA: Karen National Liberation Army
KNPP: Karenni National Progressive Party
KNU: Karen National Union
MMT: Myanmar Time
MNDAA: Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army
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MoHS: Ministry of Health and Sports
NCA: National Ceasefire Agreement
NLD: National League for Democracy
NMSP: New Mon State Party
NSCN-K: National Socialist Council of Nagaland- Khaplang
RCSS: Restoration Council of Shan State
SNA: Shanni Nationalities Army
SSA-N: Shan State Army - North
SSA-S: Shan State Army – South
SSPP: Shan State Progressive Party
TNLA: Ta’ang National Liberation Army
UNWFP: United Nations World Food Programme
UNWHO: United Nations World Health Organization
USDP: Union Solidarity and Development Party
UWSA: United Wa State Army
WSR: Weekly Security Review
ZCD: Zomi Congress for Democracy
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Annex: drugs seizures in Myanmar from 14 to 22 July 2020
N°

Date

State/Region

Township

Seizure

1

5 August

Kachin State

Hpakant

5,950 pills

Karen State

Hpa-an
Township

4,060 pills

12.1 M MMK (8,900 $)

1 person arrested

Hsenwi
Township

1.6 kilo of
raw opium
2 kilo
methampheta
mine (ice)

41 M MMK (30,000 $)

1 person
Arrested

Eastern Shan
State

Tachileik
Township

773,000 pills
340 kilo of
Powder
amphetamine
600 kilo of
caffeine

6.3 billion MMK
(4.6 million $)

ownerless

Northern
Shan State

Mongmit
Township
Hpakant
Township

2,000 pills,

4 M MMK (2,900 $)

1 person
Arrested

35,100 pills

175 M MMK
(129,000 $)

3 people arrested

23.98 kilo
heroin
87,750 pills

2.8 billion MMK
(2 million $)

5 people arrested

128,746 pills

386 M MMK
(284,400 $)

2 people arrested

3,333 pills

9.9 M MMK (7,300 $)

3 people arrested

50,000 pills

100 M MMK (73,700 $)

1 person arrested

1,755 pills

8.7 M MMK (6,400 $)

2 people
Arrested

2

Northern
Shan State

3

4

6 August

5
6

7 August

Kachin State

Value
29. 7 M MMK (21,900
$)

Remarks
2 people arrested

Sagaing
Region

Pinlebu
Township

Tanintharyi
Region
Mandalay
Region
Northern
Shan State
Mandalay
Region

Kawthaung
Township
Yemethin
Township
Mongyai
Township
Patheingyi
Township

12

Northern
Shan State

Nawngcho
Township

10 kilo of raw
opium

9 M MMK (6,600$)

1 person arrested

13

Tanintharyi
Region

Kawthaung
Township

130,000 pills

390 M MMK
(287,000 $)

1 person arrested

Eastern Shan
State
Sagaing
Region
Mandalay
Region

Tachileik
Township
Katha
Township
Patheingyi
Township

640,000 pills

9.6 billion MMK (7
million $)

Ownerless

11,310 pills

56.5 M MMK (41,000 $)

2 people arrested

4,600 pills

32 M MMK (23,000 $)

28,000 pills
7.48 kilo
heroin

215 M MMK
(158,000 $)

4 people arrested

207 M MMK
(152,000 $)

3 people arrested

95 M MMK
(70,000 $)

2 people arrested

7
8
9
10
11

14

8 August

15

9
August.

16

17

Southern
Shan State

Loilem
Township

18

Northern
Shan State

Luakkai
Township

19

10
August

Kachin State

Tanai
Township

138,000 pills
865 gram
heroin
8,000
amphetamine
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Kachin State

Bhamo
Township

21

Karen State

Waw Lay
Township

22

Karen State

Hpa-an
Township

20

23
24
25

.

Sagaing
Region
Northern
Shan State
Mon State

19.5 kilo raw
opium
775 kilo of
methampheta
mine

58 M MMK (42,000 $)

2 people arrested

9.7 billion MMK (7.2
million $)

1 person arrested

2,030 pills

6 M MMK (4,400 $)

2 people arrested

Banmauk

500 gram
heroin

50 M MMK (36,800 $)

1 person arrested

Lashio

3,445 pills

6.8 M MMK (5,000 $)

2 people arrested

Kyaikhto
Township

1.7 million
pills

6.4 billion M MMK (4.7
million $)

2 people arrested

Disclaimer
This safety and security review for EXERA clients only. The information in this report is
intended to inform and advise; any mitigation implemented as a result of this information is
the responsibility of the client. The contents of this report are subject to copyright and must
not be reproduced without approval from EXERA.
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